Pottery from Long Melford Test-Pits 2015 (LME/15)
Paul Blinkhorn

RB:  Roman.  All.  1st - 4th century.

EMW:  Early Medieval Sandy Ware.  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful quartz sand mixed in with the clay.  Manufactured at a wide range of generally unknown sites all over eastern England.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

SHW:  Medieval Shelly Ware.  AD1100-1400.  Made a several different places in Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire.  The clay that the potters used has a lot of small pieces of fossil shell in it, giving the pots a speckled appearance.  Sometimes, in acid soils, the shell dissolves, giving the sherds a texture like cork.  Mainly cooking pots, although bowls and jugs were also made.

LMT:  Late Medieval Ware.  AD1400 – 1550.  Very hard red pottery with lots of sand visible in the clay body.  Main type of pots were big glazed jugs, some with geometric designs painted on them in white liquid clay (‘slip’).  
CSW:  Cambridgeshire Sgraffito Ware.  14th – 15th century).  Fairly hard, smooth red fabric, outer surface of vessels covered in a white slip through which designs were incised to reveal the body clay, the whole covered in a yellow glaze which occasionally has green copper-spotting.  Production source is as yet unknown.
GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares.  Fine sandy earthenware, usually with a brown or green glaze, usually on the inner surface.  Made at numerous locations all over England.  Occurs in a range of practical shapes for use in the households of the time, such as large mixing bowls, cauldrons and frying pans.  It was first made around the middle of the 16th century, and in some places continued in use until the 19th century.

GS:  German Stonewares.  First made around AD1450, and still made today.  Made at lots of places along the river Rhine in Germany, such as Cologne, Siegburg and Frechen.  Very hard grey clay fabric, with the outer surface of the pot often having a mottled brown glaze.  The most common vessel type was the mug, used in taverns in Britain and all over the world.  Surviving records from the port of London (‘port books’) show that millions such pots were brought in by boat from Germany from around AD1500 onwards.

MB:  Midland Blackware.  AD1550 – 1700.  Similar to GRE, but has a black glaze on one or both surfaces.  Vessels usually tall cups, jugs and bowls.  

HSW:  Harlow Slipware.  Similar to glazed red earthenware (GRE), but with painted designs in yellow liquid clay (‘slip’) under the glaze.  Made at many places between 1600 and 1700, but the most famous and earliest factory was at Harlow in Essex. 

DW:  Delft ware.  The first white-glazed pottery to be made in Britain.  Called Delft ware because of the fame of the potteries at Delft in Holland, which were amongst the first to make it.  Soft, cream coloured fabric with a thick white glaze, often with painted designs in blue, purple and yellow.  First made in Britain in Norwich around AD1600, and continued in use until the 19th century.  The 17th century pots were expensive table wares such as dishes or bowls, but by the 19th century, better types of pottery was being made, and it was considered very cheap and the main types of pot were such as chamber pots and ointment jars.

WCS:  Cologne Stoneware.  Hard, grey pottery made in the Rhineland region of Germany from around 1600 onwards.  Usually has lots of ornate moulded decoration, often with blue and purple painted details.  Still made today, mainly as tourist souvenirs.

EST:  English Stoneware.  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, became very common in the 18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water or ink bottles and beer jars.  
CP:  Chinese Porcelain.  Very hard, thin and light white pottery, usually with blue painted decoration.  First imported from China around AD1650, and still is nowadays.

SWSG:  Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware.  Hard, white pottery with a white glaze with a texture like orange peel.  Made between 1720 and 1780, pots usually table wares such as tea bowls, tankards and plates.

VIC:  ‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800.
Results

Test Pit 1
	
	
	RB
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	20
	36
	100-1900

	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	6
	22
	1800-1900

	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	17
	39
	1800-1900

	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	12
	100
	1800-1900

	1
	5
	2
	43
	
	
	14
	80
	100-1900

	1
	6
	11
	174
	
	
	21
	130
	100-1900

	1
	7
	2
	16
	
	
	14
	83
	100-1900

	1
	8
	5
	61
	
	
	
	
	100-400


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then more or less completely abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 2
	
	
	RB
	LMT
	GRE
	GS
	MB
	DW
	WCS
	EST
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	1
	5
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1550-1700

	2
	2
	1
	2
	3
	7
	16
	68
	
	
	2
	3
	
	
	1
	2
	1
	9
	4
	10
	100-1900

	2
	3
	1
	11
	
	
	4
	21
	
	
	4
	17
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	14
	100-1900

	2
	4
	7
	23
	3
	19
	1
	6
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-1600

	2
	5
	10
	32
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-400

	2
	6
	10
	39
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-400

	2
	7
	20
	44
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-400


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then abandoned until the late medieval period, after which time it was continually used.

Test Pit 3
	
	
	RB
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	3
	1
	1
	5
	
	
	1
	4
	100-1900

	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1800-1900

	3
	3
	1
	1
	1
	35
	
	
	100-1600

	3
	4
	6
	24
	1
	23
	2
	16
	100-1900

	3
	5
	4
	23
	
	
	1
	3
	100-1900

	3
	6
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	100-400


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then more or less completely abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 4
	
	
	SHW
	GRE
	GS
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	4
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	40
	1800-1900

	4
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	12
	1800-1900

	4
	4
	1
	12
	1
	4
	1
	9
	1
	1
	1100-1900

	4
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	13
	1800-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site saw marginal activity in the medieval period, and was then abandoned between the 16th and 19th century.
Test Pit 5
	
	
	RB
	WCS
	EST
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	5
	2
	1
	7
	
	
	
	
	2
	27
	100-1900

	5
	3
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	1700-1750

	5
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	5
	9
	100-1900

	5
	5
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	100-1900

	5
	6
	48
	309
	1
	6
	
	
	1
	1
	100-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then more or less completely abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 6
	
	
	RB
	EMW
	LMT
	GRE
	WCS
	EST
	CP
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	6
	2
	2
	9
	1
	5
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	100-1900

	6
	3
	13
	65
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-1700

	6
	4
	5
	34
	
	
	1
	3
	9
	109
	
	
	4
	40
	3
	11
	8
	90
	100-1900

	6
	5
	19
	122
	
	
	
	
	1
	12
	
	
	2
	27
	
	
	
	
	100-1750


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site saw marginal activity in the medieval period, and was then abandoned until the medieval period, from when it saw marginal use until the 19th century.

Test Pit 7
	
	
	RB
	GRE
	GS
	DW
	HSW
	WCS
	SWSG
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	7
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	6
	100-1900

	7
	3
	2
	11
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	7
	20
	100-1900

	7
	4
	3
	10
	2
	26
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	12
	
	
	3
	2
	100-1900

	7
	5
	
	
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	4
	13
	1550-1900

	7
	6
	4
	26
	2
	4
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	16
	100-1900

	7
	7
	
	
	1
	6
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1550-1700

	7
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	6
	1800-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then completely abandoned until the early post-medieval period, after which time it was in continual albeit marginal use until the 19th century.

Test Pit 8
	
	
	RB
	LMT
	GRE
	GS
	WCS
	SWSG
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	8
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12
	18
	100-1900

	8
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	9
	22
	1450-1900

	8
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30
	80
	1800-1900

	8
	4
	
	
	1
	13
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	8
	33
	1400-1900

	8
	5
	
	
	
	
	1
	17
	
	
	1
	4
	
	
	2
	8
	1550-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use during the Roman period, but it was then completely abandoned until the late medieval period, when it then once again had a marginal use until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 9
	
	
	RB
	GRE
	MB
	CP
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	9
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	1800-1900

	9
	2
	
	
	1
	25
	1
	4
	
	
	24
	73
	1550-1900

	9
	3
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	8
	18
	108
	100-1900

	9
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	21
	58
	1800-1900

	9
	5
	3
	22
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	18
	69
	100-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use during the Roman period, but it was then completely abandoned until the early post-medieval period, when it then once again had a marginal use until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 10
	
	
	RB
	LMT
	GS
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	10
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	100-1900

	10
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	8
	5
	15
	1450-1900

	10
	3
	1
	3
	1
	7
	
	
	2
	2
	100-1900

	10
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	5
	1800-1900

	10
	5
	4
	7
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	100-1900

	10
	6
	2
	15
	
	
	
	
	3
	8
	100-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then completely abandoned until the late medieval period, when it then once again had a marginal use until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 11
	
	
	RB
	LMT
	GRE
	GS
	CSW
	MB
	WCS
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	11
	1
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	1550-1900

	11
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	11
	1800-1900

	11
	3
	
	
	1
	7
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	11
	29
	1400-1900

	11
	4
	2
	5
	1
	6
	1
	8
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	
	
	8
	12
	100-1900

	11
	5
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-1550

	11
	6
	13
	81
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-400


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the Roman period, but it was then completely abandoned until the late medieval period, when it then once again had a marginal use until the Victorian era.

