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Pottery Types

Stamford Ware:  Made at several different sites in Stamford in Lincolnshire between AD850 and 1150.    The earliest pots were small, simple jars with white, buff or grey fabric, or large jars with painted red stripes.  By AD1000, the potters were making vessels which were quite thin-walled and smooth, with a yellow or pale green glaze on the outside, the first glazed pots in England.  These were usually jugs with handles and a spout, but other sorts of vessel, such as candle-sticks, bowls and water-bottles are also known.  It appears to have been much sought after because it was of such good quality, and has been found all over Britain and Ireland.

Thetford ware.  So-called because archaeologists first found it in Thetford, but the first place to make it was Ipswich, around AD850.  Potters first began to make it in Thetford sometime around AD925, and carried on until around AD1100.  Many kilns are known from the town. It was made in Norwich from about AD1000, and soon after at many of the main towns in England at that time.

The pots are usually grey, and the clay used lots of fine sand in it, making the surface fell a little like fine sandpaper.  Most were simple jars, but very large storage pots over 1m high were also made, along with jugs and lamps.  It is found all over East Anglia and eastern England as far north as Lincoln and as far south as London.

Grimston Ware. Made at Grimston, near King’s Lynn. It was made from a sandy clay similar to that used for Thetford ware, and has a similar ‘sandpaper’ texture.  The clay is usually a dark bluish-grey colour, sometimes with a light-coloured buff or orange inner surface.  It was made between about AD1080 and 1400.  All sorts of different pots were made, but the most common finds are jugs, which usually have a slightly dull green glaze on the outer surface.  Between AD1300 and 1400, the potters made very ornate jugs, with painted designs in a reddish brown clay, and sometimes attached models of knights in armour or grotesque faces to the outside of the pots.  It is found all over East Anglia and eastern England. A lot of Grimston ware has been found in Norway, as there is very little clay in that country, and they had to import their pottery.  Nearly half the medieval pottery found in Norway was made at Grimston, and was shipped there from King’s Lynn.

Lyveden Ware.  Made at Lyveden in Northamptonshire between AD1225 and 1400.  The clay used for this pottery is very easy to recognise has it contains small, egg-shaped fossils known as Ooliths.  The earlier pots are quite crude, as the potters did not thrown them on a wheel, but built them by coiling.  The clay fabric is usually grey with buff or orange surfaces.  The main types of pot are jars, but also jugs with a poor-quality green glaze, and vertical stripes and dots painted with white clay.  Around AD1300, the potters changed to wheel-throwing their pots, resulting in better-quality vessels, but stopped decorating them with slip designs.  

Lyveden ware is found all over the eat midlands and East Anglia, and some pots have been found in Norway.  They were probably shipped from King’s Lynn along with the Grimston ware.

Cistercian Ware:  Made between AD1475 and 1700.  So-called because it was first found during the excavation of Cistercian monasteries, but not made by monks.  A number of different places are known to have been making this pottery, particularly in the north of England and the midlands.  The pots are very thin and hard, as they were made in the first coal-fired pottery kilns, which reached much higher temperatures than the wood-fired types of the medieval period.

The clay fabric is usually brick red or purple, and the pots covered with a dark brown- or purplish-black glaze on both surfaces.  The main type of pot was small drinking cups with up to six handles, known as ‘tygs’.  They were sometimes decorated with painted dots and other designs in yellow clay.  Cistercian ware was very popular, and is found all over England.

German Stonewares.  First made around AD1450, and still made today.  Made at lots of places along the river Rhine in Germany, such as Cologne, Siegburg and Frechen.  Very hard grey clay fabric, with the outer surface of the pot often having a mottled brown glaze.  The most common vessel type was the mug, used in taverns in Britain and all over the world.  Records from the port of London show that millions such pots were brought in from Germany from around AD1500 onwards.

Martincamp Flasks.  Made in northern France between AD1470 and 1700.  Very hard, pale brown to purple clay fabric.  These pots were made to hold apple brandy from Normandy (called ‘Calvados’), and were shipped all over Europe.  The port records of London suggest that the each pot had a wicker-work cage to protect it and enable it to be carried easily.  The wicker-work would quickly rot in the ground, however, and none has ever been found.  Lots have been found in ports around Britain, such as King’s Lynn, but they are quite rare at sites away from the sea.

Redwares:  Just about everywhere in Britain began to make and use this type of pottery from about AD1550 onwards, and it was still being made in the 19th century.  The clay fabric is usually very smooth, and a brick red colour.  Lots of different types of pots were made, particularly very large bowls, cooking pots and cauldrons.  Almost all of them have shiny, good-quality orange or green glaze on the inner surface, and sometimes on the outside as well.  From about AD1690, black glaze was also used.  

Slipware:   Very similar to Redware, the main difference being that the pots were not only glazed, but also had designs painted on them in yellow clay, and sometimes several different colours were used on the same pot.  Made at many different places between about AD1600 and 1700, with the most famous factory being at Harlow in Essex.

Delft ware.  The first white pottery to be made in Britain.  Called Delft ware because of the fame of the potteries at Delft in Holland.  Soft, cream coloured fabric with a thick white glaze, often with painted designs in blue, purple and yellow.  First made in Britain in Norwich around AD1600, and continued in use until the 19th century.  The 17th century pots were expensive table wares such as dishes or bowls, but by the 19th century, better types of pottery was being made, and it was considered very cheap and used for things such as chamber pots and ointment jars.

Staffordshire Slipware.  Made between about AD1640 and 1750.  This was the first pottery to be made in moulds in Britain since Roman times.  The clay fabric is usually a pale buff colour, and the main product was flat dishes and plates, but cups were also made.  These are usually decorated with thin brown stripes and a yellow glaze, or yellow stripes and a brown glaze.

White Stoneware.  Made between AD1720 and 1780.  Very thin, very hard white clay fabric.  Easy to recognise as the surfaces have lots of tiny white dimples, like the surface of orange peel.  Its invention coincided with the rise in popularity of drinking tea and coffee, so it was often used for this.  The earliest tea-cup did not have handles, but were bowls, as this is how it was drank in China, were the first tea came from.  It was also used for making mugs and plates.  Found all over Britain.

Creamware. This was the first pottery to be made which resembles modern ‘china’.  It was invented by Wedgewood, who made it famous by making dinner surfaces for some of the royal families of Europe.  Made between 1740 and 1880, it was a pale cream-coloured ware with a clear glaze, and softer than bone china.  There were lots of different types of pots which we would still recognise today:  cups, saucers, plates, soup bowls etc.  In the 19th century, it was considered to be poor quality as better types of pottery were being made, so it was often painted with multi-coloured designs to try and make it more popular.

‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800.
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All the pottery from this test pit dates to within the last 250 years.  This would suggest that there was no human activity at the site before then, or if there was, then the site was used in such a way that pottery was not deposited there.

Test Pit 2

	
	
	Grimston
	

	Test Pit
	Spit
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	2
	3
	1
	28
	1100 – 1400


The only pottery from this site was one piece of medieval Grimston ware.  There were other non-pottery finds which are all quite recent.  These all suggest that there may have been some farming taking place at the site about 600 – 800 years ago, but that it was not inhabited until quite recently.

Test Pit 3

	
	
	Victorian
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	No
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	3
	2
	5
	41
	1800 – 1900


There were very few finds at all from this test pit, and they were all recent.  It would seem that nobody used the site in a way which left any trace of their passing until about 200 years ago.
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This test pit produced a lot of finds, and shows that there have been people at the site, and perhaps living there, for over 1000 years.  There is no pottery earlier than about AD950, which suggests that people were not living at the site before then.
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	1100 – 1400


This test pit produced a lot of finds, and shows that there have been people at the site, and perhaps living there, for over 1000 years.  There is no pottery earlier than about AD950, which suggests that people were not living at the site before then.

Test Pit 6

No pottery was found in this test pit, and there were also very few finds of other types.  All the finds were quite recent, perhaps 150 years old at the most, which suggests that, before then, it was not used for anything, or was used in such a way that no trace was left.
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This test pit shows that people have been using this site for over 1000 years.  The lowest spit, spit 7, contained only medieval pottery, and no other later finds.  This suggests that there are undisturbed archaeological layers at that depth.  The other types of pottery make it likely that the site has been occupied ever since.
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The earliest pottery from this test pit is late Saxon, with the other types present showing that there has been human activity on the site for at least 1000 years.  The fact that pieces of a Martincamp flask were found is a sign that the people who lived there around 1550 were quite well off. Martincamp flasks are rare finds outside the ports of the time, and are usually only found at sites where the relatively wealthy lived, such as manor houses and monasteries.

