Pottery from the Acle Test-Pits (Site ACL09)
Pottery Types

RB:  Roman Greyware.  This was one of the most common types of Roman pottery, and was made in many different places in Britain.  Many different types of vessels were made, especially cooking pots.  It was most common in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, but in some places, continued in use until the 4th century.  

EMW:  Early Medieval Sandy Ware:  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful quartz sand mixed in with the clay.  Manufactured at a wide range of generally unknown sites all over eastern England.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

GRIM:  Grimston Ware. Made at Grimston, near King’s Lynn. It was made from a sandy clay similar to that used for Thetford ware, and has a similar ‘sandpaper’ texture.  The clay is usually a dark bluish-grey colour, sometimes with a light-coloured, buff or orange inner surface.  It was made between about AD1080 and 1400.  All sorts of different pots were made, but the most common finds are jugs, which usually have a slightly dull green glaze on the outer surface.  Between AD1300 and 1400, the potters made very ornate jugs, with painted designs in a reddish brown clay, and sometimes attached models of knights in armour or grotesque faces to the outside of the pots.  It is found all over East Anglia and eastern England. A lot of Grimston ware has been found in Norway, as there is very little clay in that country, and they had to import their pottery.  Nearly half the medieval pottery found in Norway was made at Grimston, and was shipped there from King’s Lynn.

SIEG:  Siegburg Stoneware.   First made around 1350, in the town of Siegburg in Germany and imported into large British town and ports from soon afterwards.  The pots were unusual, tall narrow drinking vessels known as a Jacobakannen.
LMT:  Late Medieval Ware:  Hard, reddish-orange pottery with lots of sand mixed in with the clay.  Made from about 1400 – 1550 in lots of different places in East Anglia.  Used for everyday pottery such as jugs and large bowls, and also large pots (‘cisterns’) for brewing beer.

GS:  German Stonewares.  First made around AD1450, and still made today.  Made at lots of places along the river Rhine in Germany, such as Cologne, Siegburg and Frechen.  Very hard grey clay fabric, with the outer surface of the pot often having a mottled brown glaze.  The most common vessel type was the mug, used in taverns in Britain and all over the world.  Surviving records from the port of London (‘port books’) show that millions such pots were brought in by boat from Germany from around AD1500 onwards.

GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares:  Fine sandy earthenware, usually with a brown or green glaze, usually on the inner surface.  Made at numerous locations all over England.  Occurs in a range of practical shapes for use in the households of the time, such as large mixing bowls, cauldrons and frying pans.  It was first made around the middle of the 16th century, and in some places continued in use until the 19th century.

TGE:  Delft ware.  The first white-glazed pottery to be made in Britain.  Called Delft ware because of the fame of the potteries at Delft in Holland, which were amongst the first to make it.  Soft, cream coloured fabric with a thick white glaze, often with painted designs in blue, purple and yellow.  First made in Britain in Norwich around AD1600, and continued in use until the 19th century.  The 17th century pots were expensive table wares such as dishes or bowls, but by the 19th century, better types of pottery was being made, and it was considered very cheap and the main types of pot were such as chamber pots and ointment jars.

WCS:  Cologne Stoneware.  Hard, grey pottery made in the Rhineland region of Germany from around 1600 onwards.  Usually has lots of ornate moulded decoration, often with blue and purple painted details.  Still made today, mainly as tourist souvenirs.

SS:  Staffordshire Slipware.  AD1640-1750. Fine cream fabric with white slip and pale yellow lead glaze, commonest decoration is dark brown trails which were sometimes brushed with a feather while wet. Chiefly made ‘flat wares’ such as plates and dishes, although small bowls and mugs etc are known.

EST:  English Stoneware:  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, usually for inn tankards, then became very common in the 18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water or ink bottles and beer jars.  

SMW:  Staffordshire Manganese Ware, late 17th – 18th century. Made from a fine, buff- or red-coloured clay, with the pots usually covered with a mottled purple and brown glaze, which was coloured by the addition of powdered manganese.  A wide range of different types of pots were made, but mugs and chamber pots are particularly common.

SWSG: White Salt-Glazed Stoneware.  Delicate white pottery made between 1720 and 1780, usually for tea cups and mugs.  Has a finely pimpled surface, like orange peel.

CRM:  Creamware. This was the first pottery to be made which resembles modern ‘china’.  It was invented by Wedgewood, who made it famous by making a dinner service for the Queen of Russia.  Made between 1740 and 1880, it was a pale cream-coloured ware with a clear glaze, and softer than bone china.  There were lots of different types of pots which we would still recognise today:  cups, saucers, plates, soup bowls etc.  In the 19th century, it was considered to be poor quality as better types of pottery were being made, so it was often painted with multi-coloured designs to try and make it more popular.

VIC:  ‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800.
Results

Test Pit 1

	
	
	EMW
	GRIM
	LMT
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
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	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	19
	1
	15
	150-1900

	1
	2
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	3
	25
	2
	4
	1200-1900

	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	2
	5
	1
	2
	3
	8
	1400-1900

	1
	4
	1
	1
	1
	17
	1
	2
	8
	30
	8
	36
	1100-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied throughout the medieval period from about 1100 onwards.  People were still living here in the 16th and maybe the 17th century, but then it seem sot have been unoccupied until Victorian times.
Test Pit 2
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	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	10
	1800-1900

	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	14
	1800-1900

	2
	3
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	5
	1600-1900

	2
	4
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	3
	
	
	3
	30
	1600-1900

	2
	5
	3
	20
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	2
	2
	6
	1100-1900

	2
	6
	1
	47
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1100-1700


People seem to have been living at this site in the early medieval period, perhaps the 12th and 13th centuries, but it then seems to have been abandoned until the 16th century, but has been occupied ever since.
Test Pit 3
	
	
	EMW
	GRIM
	LMT
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	21
	1800-1900

	3
	3
	1
	2
	
	
	1
	5
	
	
	1100-1550

	3
	4
	2
	5
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	1100-1300

	3
	5
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1100-1200

	3
	6
	4
	12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1100-1200


The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were living here in the earlier part of the medieval period, and were probably still here in the 1400’s.  The site seems to have been abandoned after that time, with very little activity until quite recently.

Test Pit 4
	
	
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	4
	2
	13
	81
	1800-1900

	4
	3
	4
	21
	1800-1900

	4
	4
	4
	8
	1800-1900

	4
	5
	1
	13
	1800-1900

	4
	6
	3
	52
	1800-1900

	4
	7
	7
	37
	1800-1900

	4
	8
	4
	51
	1800-1900


The pottery from this test-pit indicates that people did not really use this site at all before Victorian times.

Test Pit 5
	
	
	GRE
	SS
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	5
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	5
	14
	1550-1900

	5
	2
	
	
	
	
	4
	26
	1800-1900

	5
	3
	
	
	
	
	6
	27
	1800-1900

	5
	4
	
	
	
	
	7
	46
	1800-1900


There appears to have been no human activity at this site before 1550, but people were probably using it as fields after that time. Most of the pottery is Victorian, suggesting that people were living here then.  
Test Pit 6
	
	
	LMT
	GS
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	6
	1
	
	
	1
	9
	
	
	16
	48
	1550-1900

	6
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	58
	160
	1550-1900

	6
	3
	
	
	
	
	3
	75
	54
	174
	1550-1900

	6
	4
	1
	4
	
	
	2
	5
	54
	187
	1400-1900

	6
	5
	
	
	1
	21
	
	
	12
	54
	1500-1900

	6
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	1800-1900

	6
	7
	
	
	
	
	3
	92
	2
	2
	1550-1900


The earliest pottery form this site dates to the 15th century, and there is also some 16th – 17th century material, but most of it is Victorian, suggesting the site was only used for a short time before then.

Test Pit 7
	
	
	GS
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	7
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	1
	2
	1500-1900

	7
	2
	1
	18
	
	
	26
	137
	1500-1900

	7
	3
	
	
	
	
	7
	81
	1800-1900

	7
	4
	1
	20
	
	
	10
	140
	1500-1900

	7
	5
	
	
	
	
	4
	94
	1800-1900

	7
	6
	
	
	
	
	4
	9
	1800-1900

	7
	8
	
	
	1
	19
	3
	46
	1550-1900


Most of the pottery from this site is Victorian, but the rest dates to the 16th century.  A lot of the pottery from that time is from beer-mugs, so there may have been an inn here then.
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	Wt
	No
	Wt
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	8
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	1800-1900

	8
	2
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	17
	41
	100-1900

	8
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	17
	1400-1900

	8
	5
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	1
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100-1550

	8
	6
	
	
	1
	4
	1
	45
	
	
	1
	6
	1
	20
	1
	5
	4
	9
	1200-1900


This test-pit produced a few pieces of Roman pottery, showing that the site was used at that time.  It was then abandoned until the 13th or 14th centuries, after which it has been in use ever since.
Test Pit 9
	
	
	EMW
	GRE
	CRM
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	9
	1
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	8
	36
	1550-1900

	9
	2
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	5
	17
	1100-1900

	9
	3
	
	
	1
	3
	
	
	10
	38
	1550-1900

	9
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	18
	1800-1900

	9
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	7
	1800-1900

	9
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	9
	1800-1900

	9
	8
	
	
	2
	5
	1
	1
	
	
	1550-1800


There is just one very small and worn piece of medieval pottery from this test-pit, so it seems likely that the site was used as fields then.  The small amount of pottery from the 16th century onwards means that the same may be true for that time, with people not living here until quite recently.
Test Pit 10
	
	
	EMW
	GRE
	CRM
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	10
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	
	
	3
	13
	1550-1900

	10
	2
	3
	11
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1100-1900

	10
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	15
	1800-1900

	10
	4
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	7
	28
	1750-1900

	10
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	8
	1800-1900

	10
	6
	
	
	
	
	2
	97
	7
	168
	1750-1900

	10
	7
	
	
	
	
	2
	62
	12
	88
	1750-1900

	10
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	5
	1800-1900


There is a small amount of pottery dating to the 12th or 13th century, so people may have been living here then, or it may have been fields.  The fact that it is all in the upper layers means any medieval deposits may have been destroyed by later digging, or it is even possible that the soil was brought in from somewhere for landscaping the garden in recent times.  There is very little other evidence of occupation until quite recently.
Test Pit 11
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	No
	Wt
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	11
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1800-1900

	11
	2
	2
	19
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7
	40
	1550-1900

	11
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9
	73
	1800-1900

	11
	4
	4
	42
	1
	2
	1
	3
	2
	5
	
	
	8
	22
	1550-1900

	11
	5
	1
	17
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	5
	30
	1550-1900

	11
	6
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	1550-1900

	11
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	6
	1800-1900


None of the pottery from this site dates to before 1550, so it unlikely people used this site before then.  The pottery which was found shows that it is likely that people have lived here since then.  

