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1 Summary 
 
 
This report presents the results of a programme of archaeological excavation of 30 
1m2 ótest pitsô in the Leicestershire village of Great Bowden carried out in summer 
2013 and 2014. The programme was funded by the Heritage Lottery with the aim of 
engaging the local community in their heritage. Scores of people from the local area 
took part in the excavations which provided new evidence for the development of the 
area now occupied by the village from the prehistoric period onwards. This appears 
to have lightly used by humans in the prehistoric period, but in the Roman period two 
sites, one (near the later church) considerably larger than the other, were present 
underneath the present village footprint. No evidence was found for activity in the 5th 

ï9th centuries AD, but finds of late Anglo-Saxon pottery, especially Stamford Ware, 
indicate a thriving settlement newly founded between the mid 9th- mid 11th centuries. 
The test pit data clearly show the settlement to have grown rapidly into a large and 
densely packed village which retained some dispersed character arranged around 
greens and ends after the 11th century.  The settlement experienced relatively little 
decline after the 14th century, and expanded again in the post-medieval period. 
 
The excavations were carried out by members of Great Bowden Heritage and 
Archaeology Society and residents of Great Bowden with advice from Access 
Cambridge Archaeology using ACAôs standardised excavation and recording 
methods. The site reports and background history were drafted in the first instance 
by members of Great Bowden Heritage and Archaeology Group and the final edited 
report with analysis of the results was prepared by Access Cambridge Archaeology. 
. 
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2 Introduction 
 
In the summer and autumn of 2013, and then again through the spring and summer 
of 2014, a total of 30 1m2 archaeological test pits were excavated in the village of 
Great Bowden in south Leicestershire. The majority of the pits were excavated in 
residential gardens with additional pits excavated in enclosed paddocks also within 
the village. The excavations were undertaken by members of Great Bowden Heritage 
and Archaeology Group (GBHA) with assistance from residents of Great Bowden. 
Additional volunteers came from further afield from Leicester, Oadby, Syston, 
Glenfield, Markfield, Luttorworth, Husbands Bosworth, Hinckley, Burrough on the Hill, 
Rearsby, Uppingham, Rothwell and High Peak. Further support and advice was 
provided by Leicestershire County Council, whilst post excavation assistance was 
provided by Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA), based in the McDonald Institute 
for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge, who also ACA offered advice 
and logistical support when needed.  The excavation was funded by the Heritage 
Lottery fund (HLF) through their Sharing Heritage programme1, which funds projects 
that focus on heritage for non-profit organisations that will also have an impact on the 
local community.  
 
 
 

2.1 Test pit excavation and rural settlement studies 

 
Rural settlement has long been a crucial area of research for medieval archaeology 
(Gerrard 2003: Lewis et al 2001, 5-21), notably since the pioneering work of W. G. 
Hoskins, Maurice Beresford and John Hurst in the 1940s and 1950s (Hoskins 1955; 
Beresford 1957; Beresford & Hurst 1971). Until recently, however, attention has 
focused largely on the minority of medieval settlements that are presently deserted or 
extensively shrunken. Currently occupied rural settlements (CORS), now overlain by 
domestic housing and related buildings of living secular communities ï the villages, 
hamlets and small towns of today ï were generally largely disregarded as targets for 
research-driven excavation, despite the fact that CORS greatly out-number DMVs 
(Lewis et al 1997, 143-6; Dyer and Everson 2012, 13).  The importance of CORS 
data is further underlined by evidence showing that DMVs are atypical when 
compared to medieval settlements overall, tending to be smaller, poorer, later, and 
less favourably sited (Lewis et al 1997, 146-155), as well as unevenly distributed - 
numerous in the central province of England but much less common elsewhere 
(Beresford and Hurst 1971, fig 13; Roberts and Wrathmell 2000, 28-9).  CORS, by 
definition covered by modern settlement, are often perceived as archaeologically 
inaccessible, but test pit excavation is a remarkably effective means of recovering 
useful archaeological data from such sites (Cooper and Priest 2003; Lewis 2003; 
Jones and Page 2007; Gerrard and Aston 2012).  Despite these recent advances, 
however, the number of CORS to have seen methodical research-orientated 
investigation that includes excavation remains very small.  
 
The University of Cambridge test pit programme aims to increase the number of 
currently occupied rural settlements (CORS) for which test pit data can be used to 

                                                
1
 http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/sharingheritage.aspx#.U8OJ9RBjGSo 

(Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/HowToApply/programmes/Pages/sharingheritage.aspx#.U8OJ9RBjGSo
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reconstruct their development in order to help redress the bias in existing rural 
settlement research previously focused on deserted medieval (DMVs) villages and 
severely shrunken sites (Wade 2000; Gerrard 2003; Taylor 2010; Dyer and Everson 
2012).  Test pits can be sited wherever possible on unbuilt-up land within selected 
CORS, usually in private gardens, and the excavated data analysed and mapped.  
Access Cambridge Archaeology, working with members of the public including 
school pupils, has carried out test pit excavations in more than 50 CORS, most in 
eastern England. This new research is contributing towards developing the evidence-
base upon which our knowledge and understanding of the origins and development 
of the medieval rural settlement pattern of eastern England is based, generating a 
new overall dataset that is more representative of the entire range of medieval 
settlements, not just on the minority of medieval settlement sites which are now 
deserted (Lewis 2006; 2007a; 2007b; 2014).  The excavations at Great Bowden 
contribute to this research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 11 

3 Aims, objectives and desired outcomes 

3.1 Aims 

 
The aims of the test pit excavations in Great Bowden were as follows:  

¶ To strengthen the villageôs sense of community.  

¶ To engage with local communities and widen the participation of people in the 
heritage of the area. 

¶ To allow local community participants to develop a wide range of practical 
and analytical archaeological skills. 

¶ To increase knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the setting, origins 
and development of Great Bowden and its environs. 

¶ Establish changes in the extent, shape, density and location of Great Bowden 
over the past 1500 years 

3.2 Objectives 

 
The objectives of test pit excavations in Great Bowden were as follows: 

¶ To investigate the archaeology of the environs of Great Bowden through test-
pitting carried out by members of the community in properties throughout the 
village. 

¶ To provide the opportunity for a minimum of 100 volunteers to learn new 
practical and analytical archaeological skills. 

¶ To support and engage with members of local communities through 
involvement with the project. 

 

3.3 Outcomes 

 
The desired outcomes of the test pit excavations in Great Bowden were as follows:  

¶ A minimum of 104 people with new archaeological skills. 

¶ A minimum of 200 people with an enhanced understanding and awareness of 
Great Bowden. 

¶ An engaged and informed local population. 

¶ An improved knowledge and understanding of the archaeological resource of 
the village of Great Bowden. 
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4 Location and Village Setting 
 
The village of Great Bowden is situated in south Leicestershire in the East Midlands, 
just 1.79km northeast of Market Harborough as the crow flies and set just south of 
the A6, a major routeway, which connects Leicester, 22km to the northwest and 
Kettering, 16km to the southeast (figure 1). The parish is partly bounded by Market 
Harborough to the south, the Grand Union Canal along the south-western boundary, 
Langton Brook along its northern side, which is also a tributary of the River Welland 
that also forms the majority of the eastern parish boundary (figure 2). The village is 
centred on SP 74562 88800. 
.  
 

 

Figure 1: Map of England with a close up insert of the East Midlands and the 
Leicestershire village of Great Bowden highlighted in red. 

 
The present village of Great Bowden is to be quite nucleated in formation, although 
originally it may have been more dispersed, possibly arranged around a number of 
greens and extending as interrupted rows along the various routes into the village. 
Some of the original greens (Upper Green, Nether Green, Stocks Green/óthe Greenô) 
are still visible today although there has been a great deal of infilling between the 
greens from the 19th century onwards2.  In the latter 19th century, the Ordnance 
Survey 6ò: 1 mile map shows settlement south of the village along Station Road and 
to Knightôs End to be very much more interrupted than is the case today, and 
similarly the north side of Main Street running west of Upper Green has been infilled 

                                                
2
 www.greatbowden.org/documents/VillageDesignStatement2000.pdf (Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.greatbowden.org/documents/VillageDesignStatement2000.pdf
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with 20th century housing.  Conversely, the southern side of Upper Green itself was 
encroached on in the 19th century but is now free of buildings.  The rest of the parish 
is, and was also in the 19th century, almost entirely devoid of settlement, thus 
although the village plan may not be compactly nucleated until recently, the wide 
landscape appears to have a broadly nucleated settlement pattern of some long 
standing. 
 
 

 

Figure 2: The parish of Great Bowden (Copyright Edina Digimap) 

 
A wide range of building materials have been utilised in the village, although the 
traditional fabric was timber and mud, until there was a shortage of timber from the 
17th century when stone and brick houses became more widespread3. Brick fields are 
noted west of the village on the Ordnance Survey map in the later 19th century. The 
ironstone was sourced locally from just over the county border into Northamptonshire 
and it is likely that the Great Bowden brickworks was opened in 18114, the original 
ones were clamp-fired, so the varying kiln temperatures meant a variety of colour 
bricks. It was only after the canal was constructed a short while later that with the 
transport of coal, stronger and better fired bricks could be made in the village.  
 
The village today boasts a number of local groups and clubs, as well as shops, cafes, 
a pre-school and primary school, pubs, the village hall and church and has a 

                                                
3
 www.greatbowden.org/documents/VillageDesignStatement2000.pdf (Accessed July 2014) 

4
 http://greatbowdenheritage.btck.co.uk/ExcavationReports/TheStripEx (Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.greatbowden.org/documents/VillageDesignStatement2000.pdf
http://greatbowdenheritage.btck.co.uk/ExcavationReports/TheStripEx
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population of about 1000. There are also good transport links to the nearby town of 
Market Harborough5. 
 
The majority of Great Bowden is in a conservation area (figure 3), extending from the 
church all the way along Main Street as well as to the north as far as the Kennels and 
south only along the northern part of Knightôs End Road and Horseshoe Lane. 
 
 

 

Figure 3: The extent of the Great Bowden conservation area (Copyright Edina Digimap) 

 
 
The village also hosts an active historical society as well as a Heritage and 
Archaeology group, both run by the residents of Great Bowden. Websites dedicated 
to both groups are available online: 
www.http://www.greatbowdenhistoricalsociety.btck.co.uk/  and 
www.http://greatbowdenheritage.btck.co.uk/.  
 
  

                                                
5
 http://www.greatbowden.org/ (Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.http/www.greatbowdenhistoricalsociety.btck.co.uk/
http://www.http/greatbowdenheritage.btck.co.uk/
http://www.greatbowden.org/
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5 Geology and Topography 
 
Leicestershire is an inland county in the East Midlands that is bordered by 
Nottinghamshire to the north, Lincolnshire to the northeast, Rutland to the east, 
Northamptonshire to the southeast, Warwickshire to the southwest, and Derbyshire 
to the northwest.  
 
Great Bowden lies on the western valley side of the River Welland, occupying a 
landscape that has been characterised as having wide shallow valleys with gently 
sloping sides, with a mix of agricultural fields on the valley sides with pasture in the 
flood plains, bounded by hedgerows and little in the way of tree cover6.  The village 
sits between 70m OD in the east of the parish along the river and rises to 90m OD in 
the far west of the parish.  
 
The underlying geology of the river valley is that of the Lias Group, consisting of 
mudstone, siltstone, limestone and sandstone that was formed 172 - 204 million 
years ago, when the area was covered by shallow seas. The superficial geology is 
mainly that of alluvium, consisting of clays, silts and sands that were formed up to 2 
million years ago when the local environment was dominated by rivers as well as 
glacial sand and gravel in parts7.  
 
 

6 Methodology 

6.1 Excavation strategy 

The test pit excavation strategy used at Great Bowden involved members of Great 

Bowden Heritage and Archaeology (GBHA) excavating 1m
2
 test pits, with assistance 

from members of the public and occasional assistance from archaeologists at 
Leicestershire County Council. This method of sampling currently occupied rural 
settlements (CORS) was developed during the Shapwick Project in Somerset in the 
1990s (Gerrard 2010), employed effectively by the Whittlewood Project in 
Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire in the early 2000s (Jones and Page 2007) 
and has been used extensively by ACA in their Higher Education Field Academy 
(HEFA) programme and in community excavations within in East Anglia since 2005 
(Lewis 2005, 2006, 2007a, 2007b, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and forthcoming). 
These projects have shown that carrying out very small excavations within CORS (in 
gardens, playgrounds, driveways, greens etc.) can produce archaeological data 
which, although largely unstratified, can be mapped to reveal meaningful patterns 
which allowed the development of more robust hypotheses regarding the spatial 
development of the settlement in question. The more sites that can be excavated, the 
more refined, and therefore more reliable, the resulting picture is. 
 
Test pits were sited wherever members of the public in Great Bowden could offer 
sites for excavation, up to a maximum of 30 due to funding limits. 
 

                                                
6
 www.harborough.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=175 (Accessed July 2014) 

7
 www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html (Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.harborough.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=175
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html
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6.2 Excavation methods 

Digging of the test pits in most cases took place over two days. The number of 
participants at each test pit varied, averaging at about 10 volunteers for each site 
(including both adults and children, with age ranges between 86 and two). Each team 
was provided with a standard pro-forma recording booklet into which all excavation 
data were entered. Excavation proceeded according to the following methodology: 
  

¶ Test pits were 1m2. Turf, if present, was removed in squares by hand. Each test 
pit was excavated in a series of 10cm spits or contexts, to a maximum depth of 
1.2m. 

¶ All spoil was screened for finds using sieves with a standard 10mm mesh, with 
the exception of any heavy clay soils which were hand-searched. 

¶ All artefacts from test pits were retained in the first instance. Excavators were 
instructed to err on the side of caution by retaining everything they think may 
even possibly be of interest. 

¶ Cut features, if encountered are excavated stratigraphically in the normal way. 

¶ Masonry walls, if encountered, are carefully cleaned, planned and left in situ. 

¶ In the unlikely event of in situ human remains being encountered, these are 
recorded and left in situ. The preservation state of human bone is recorded, so as 
to inform any future excavation. 

¶ Recording was undertaken by members of GBHA using a pro-forma recording 
system. This comprises a 16-page pro-forma Test Pit Record booklet which has 
been developed by ACA for use with members of the public with no previous 
archaeological experience. 

¶ The horizontal surface of each context/spit was photographed and drawn at 1:10 
scale before excavation, and the colour recorded with reference to a 
standardised colour chart, included in an instruction handbook issued separately 
to all participants. The bottom surface of the test pit was also photographed. 
Sections were also photographed if possible. 

¶ All four sections were drawn at 1:10 scale with the depth of natural (if reached) 
clearly indicated on pre-drawn grids on page 13 of the Test Pit Record booklet. 

¶ Other observations and notes were included on the context record sheet for each 
context or on continuation sheets at the back of the Test Pit Record booklet. 

¶ A register was kept by each test pit excavation team detailing photographs taken, 
including context number, direction of shot and date and time of day. 

¶ After the excavations were completed the archaeological records and finds are 
taken to the University of Cambridge for analysis, reporting, archiving and 
submission to HERôs, publication and ongoing research into the origins and 
development of rural settlement. Finds were returned to owners after analysis is 
complete if requested; otherwise they were sorted for curation by the University of 
Cambridge, in accordance with the discard policy document. 

6.3 On-site archaeological supervision 

¶ Professional archaeologists from Leicestershire County Council were available 
for advice when needed. Pottery and most other finds were provisionally spot-
dated/identified on-site by experienced members of GBHA. 
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6.4 On-site finds identification and retention 

¶ Non-metallic inorganic finds and bone (unless in very poor condition) were 
washed on site where possible, thoroughly dried and bagged separately for each 
context of the test pit or trench. Either on site or during post excavation the 
animal bone, pottery, burnt clay, flint and burnt stone are bagged separately, 
ready to be given to specialists.  

 

6.5 Trench and test pit closing and backfilling 

¶ The site supervisor or experienced member of GBHA inspected each test pit 
before it was declared finished confirming whether or not natural has been 
reached. A small sondage may be excavated within the bottom of the pit to 
examine whether or not natural has been reached. Some test pits will stop above 
natural or 1.2m on encountering a feature (ancient or modern) which is deemed 
inadvisable or impossible to remove, or have to finish at a level above natural 
due to time constraints. 

¶ All test pits were backfilled and turf replaced neatly to restore the site. 

6.6 Recording 

¶ The test pits were recorded following a Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) 
modified MoLAS system (Spence 1990); whereby numbers (fill) or [cut] were 
assigned to individual contexts and feature numbers (F) to stratigraphic events.  

¶ The test pit recording system used by excavating members of GBHA comprises 
a 16-page pro-forma Test Pit Record booklet which has been developed by ACA 
for use with members of the public with no previous archaeological experience 
(Lewis 2007). 

¶ It is used in conjunction with written instruction handbook also developed and 
delivered by ACA. This system has been used successfully by ACA to record 
required archaeological data from the excavation of over 1,000 test pits since 
2005. 

¶ This pro-forma format, which includes designated spaces, prompts and pre-
drawn 1:10 planning grids, is used in order to ensure that all required 
observations are completed and recorded.  

¶ All photographs in the photographic archive comprise digital images. 

¶ The site code is GBO/13 for 2013 and GBO/14 for 2014. 

 

6.7 Finds processing and recording  

Previous experience of test pit excavation indicates that the most common 
archaeologically significant finds from test pit excavations in currently occupied rural 
settlements are pottery, faunal remains (including animal bone and shell), worked 
stone and ceramic building material. Upper layers typically yield variable quantities of 
predominantly modern material (post-1900), most commonly including slate, coal, 
plastic, Perspex, concrete, mortar, fabric, glass, bricks, tile, clay pipe, metal, slag, 
vitrified material, coins, flint, burnt stone, burnt clay, wood and natural objects such 
as shells, unworked stone/flint and fossils. 
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Few excavations retain all the finds that are made if they are deemed to be of little or 
no research value. Test pit excavations may produce significant quantities of modern 
material, not all of which will have research value.  

6.7.1 Finds appropriate for recording, analysis, reporting, retention and curation 

¶ All pottery has been retained. 

¶ All faunal remains, worked and burnt stone have been retained 

¶ All finds pre-dating 1800 have been retained 

6.7.2 Finds appropriate for disposal after recording and reporting 

¶ The following finds, which are not considered to warrant any further analysis, 
were photographed, their weight and number recorded, and then discarded: 
slate, coal, plastic, Perspex, modern glass, modern metal objects (including 
nails), concrete, modern mortar, modern fabric, shoes and other modern 
items (including batteries and shotgun cartridges), naturally occurring animal 
shells, unworked flint and other unworked stone (including fossils).  

¶ C20th window and vessel glass was discarded after sorting, counting and 
weighing. 

¶ C19th and C20th CBM were discarded after counting and weighing, retaining 
one sample of any hand-made, unusual or older type of CBM. 

¶ Most fragments of C20th metal whose use can be identified were discarded, 
as were any unidentifiable objects of ferrous metal, aluminium or modern 
alloys from contexts containing other material of post-1900 AD date. Modern 
nails were also discarded but handmade nails were retained.  

¶ C20th tile (floor, roof and wall) was discarded after counting and weighing, 
retaining a single sample of each type of pre-modern tile. Any decorated 
examples were retained unless they were recovered in large quantities, in 
which case representative samples were retained with the remainder 
discarded after counting and weighing. 

¶ Modern wood was discarded after counting and weighing. 

6.7.3 Legal ownership of finds 

¶ Ownership of objects rests in the first instance with the landowner, except 
where other law overrides this (e.g. Treasure Act 1996, 2006, Burials Act 
1857).  

¶ Owners of private unscheduled land where test pits have been excavated 
who enquire about the final destination of finds from excavation on their 
property will be informed that ACA prefers to retain these in the short term for 
analysis and ideally also in the longer term in order that the excavation 
archives will be as complete as possible.  

¶ Most land-owners are not concerned about retaining ownership of the finds 
and are happy to donate them to ACA. 

¶ If the landowners are unwilling, for whatever reason, to donate any or all of 
the finds from the excavation on their land to ACA, the requested finds are 
returned to them after recording and analysis is completed, safely packaged 
and conserved (if required), accompanied by a letter explaining how they 
should be cared for and asking for them to be returned to ACA/University of 
Cambridge if for any reason the owners no longer wish to retain them, and 
that if they are moved from the address to which they were returned the ACA 
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should be informed. The location of such finds will be stated in the site 
archive. Requests from landowners for the return of finds may be made and 
will be honoured at any time. 

6.7.4 Curation of Archaeological Finds 

¶ All finds which were not discarded or returned to owners were retained and 
stored in conditions where they will not deteriorate. Most finds were stored in 
cool dry condition in sealed plastic finds bags, with small pierced holes to 
ventilate them. Pottery, bone and flint were bagged separately from other 
finds.  

¶ Finds which are more fragile, including ancient glass or metal objects, were 
stored in small boxes protected by padding and where necessary, acid free 
paper. Metal objects were curated with silica gel packets where necessary to 
prevent deterioration. 

¶ All finds bags/boxes from the same context were bagged/boxed together, and 
curated in a single archive containing all bags from all test pits excavated in 
the same settlement in the same year. All bags and boxes used for storage 
were clearly marked in permanent marker with the site code (which includes 
settlement name, site code and year of excavation), test pit number and 
context number.  
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7 Archaeological and Historical Background  
 
The River Welland dominates the landscape of Great Bowden as it flows south and 
east of the village, rising to the west of the village in Leicestershire and continuing 
east past Market Harborough and Great Bowden through Stamford and Spalding to 
join the North Sea at The Wash in Lincolnshire8. Prehistoric activity along the course 
of the River Welland has been found in Leicestershire as well as in neighbouring 
counties with sites and find spots dotted along its entire route. This suggests that the 
valley sides have long been favoured for settlement and the river an important 
conduit through the region. Scatters of flints and pottery previously found around the 
parish and also in Market Harborough suggest that the gently sloping valley 
landscape of the area may contain other as-yet undiscovered prehistoric settlements 
along the river valley.  
 
In the Iron Age the territory of the Corieltauvi is thought to have encompassed most 
of Leicestershire, probably extending through Nottinghamshire to Lincolnshire and 
also perhaps north into the far south of Yorkshire (figure 4). It is probable that they 
had a number of tribal centres as evidence from coins that have been found locally 
display at least two different chiefs9. Despite the number of tribes that were evidently 
working together, only a handful of hillforts are known from the territory, although 
possible tribal centres have been identified at both Leicester and Lincoln.10  
 
One of the most significant finds from the territory of the Corieltauvi was just outside 
the village of Hallaton, less than 10km north of Great Bowden. More than 5000 gold 
and silver coins were found along with a number of jewellery pieces, bowls, metal 
work and a spear head from a site thought to be a Late Iron Age open-air shrine. The 
remains of a three dog skeletons thought to have been óguardingô the site along with 
a number of feasting food remains.11 The majority of the coins were found to be 
associated with the Corieltauvi tribe, whilst the others have been identified as Roman 
as was the cavalry helmet that was also buried.12 
 
The long-distance routeway today known as the Jurassic Way may have comprised 
part of the Late Iron Age road network. It passes near Great Bowden on the southern 
bank of the River Welland as it follows its course up to Stamford. The suggested 
route is thought to have originated in Banbury in Oxfordshire and follows a band of 
Jurassic limestone through the landscape13. 
 

                                                
8
 www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/639626/River-Welland (Accessed July 2014) 

9
 http://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsBritain/BritainCoritani.htm (Accessed August 2014) 

10
 http://www.britnumsoc.org/publications/Digital BNJ/pdfs/1994_BNJ_64_3.pdf (Accessed August 2014) 

11
 http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/leisure_tourism/museums/harboroughmuseum/treasure.htm (Accessed 

August 2014) 
12

 http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/hallaton (Accessed August 2014) 
13

 www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/Documents/PDF Documents/Jurassic 
North.pdf (Accessed July 2014) 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/639626/River-Welland
http://www.historyfiles.co.uk/KingListsBritain/BritainCoritani.htm
http://www.britnumsoc.org/publications/Digital%20BNJ/pdfs/1994_BNJ_64_3.pdf
http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/leisure_tourism/museums/harboroughmuseum/treasure.htm
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/archaeology/research/hallaton
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/Documents/PDF%20Documents/Jurrassic%20North.pdf
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/Documents/PDF%20Documents/Jurrassic%20North.pdf
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Figure 4: Major Iron Age sites in the territory of the Corieltauvi tribe 
(http://www.texascoritani.com/articles/corieltauvi/) 

 
Extensive evidence of Roman activity has been found in the area, including a small 
Roman at Medbourne just to the northeast of Great Bowden. This was established 
alongside the Via Devana, a Roman road that went straight through the Corieltauvi 
territory and connected Colchester in Essex to Chester in Cheshire via Wixoe, 
Cambridge, Godmanchester, Corby, Medbourne and Leicester before continuing 
further northwest (Margary 1967).  In Leicester (Ratae Coriettauvorum) the Via 
Devana crossed another Roman Road, known as the Fosse Way. This originated in 
Exeter in Devon and travelled northeast through Bath, Cirencester and High Cross to 
Leicester and then on to Lincoln. Although not on any Roman roads or established 
main river crossings, finds of Roman pottery recorded on the HER suggest there was 
a small Romano-British settlement at Market Harborough, possible part of a 
dispersed pattern of occupation which may have continued north in the area that is 
now Great Bowden. 
 
The Victoria County History (Lee and McKinley 1964) records that Great Bowden is 
recorded in the Domesday Book as being held by King Edward and had a population 
of 4914. òéThere are 9 ½ carucates of land. In demesne are 2 ploughs and 13 
sokemen with 8 villans and 16 bordars have 13 İ ploughs, and pay 30s a yearéò 
(Williams and Martin 2003). A second entry states that the Countess Judith holds 3 
carucates of land in the village, looked after by Robert de Bucy where ñthere were 4 
ploughs, now in demesne there is 1 plough and 4 villans with 8 bordars have 2 
ploughs There are 15 acres of meadow. It was worth 10s, now 20séò (Ibid). 
 
The name of Great Bowden may be derived from Bugedone, an Old English female 
personal name Bucga (although it has also been said that it may refer to a male 
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 www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22040 (Accessed July 2014)  

http://www.texascoritani.com/articles/corieltauvi/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22040
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personal name of Bugga) (Mills 2003), and the word dun which usually refers to a hill 
with a settlement on or near the summit. In the case of Great Bowden however it 
probably uses the word dun for a flat or gently sloping ledge (Gelling 1993). Great 
Bowden could thus mean óthe hill of a woman called Bucgeô. Further variants of the 
name have been recorded for the village after 1086, including as Beudon in 1169, 
Buggedon in 1173 and Buwedon in 1230 (Ekwall 1940). Population figures of the 
village suggest that it remained small (especially in comparison to Market 
Harborough), with 107 tax payers recorded in 1377. By the 1670s 96 houses were 
assessed for the Hearth Tax, although 40 were also exempt due to poverty. 363 
communicants were recorded in 1676. By the early 18th century there were 150-160 
families recorded in the village and the 1801 census recorded a population of 783. 
This number rose steadily through the 19th century to 2250 in 1891, which almost 
doubled again due to the Market Harboroughôs expansion north into Great Bowden15. 
 
The church in Great Bowden is dedicated to St Peter and St Paul (the double 
dedication is not uncommon in association with royal estates) and its earliest 
surviving fabric dates to the late 13th century (Lee and McKinley 1964). It was built 
from ironstone with limestone dressing and consists of a nave with north and south 
aisles, a chancel, north and south porches and a spired west tower, which was likely 
built in the later 14th century. The majority of the windows are 15th century 
replacements and the chancel was stated to be in a state of disrepair by the mid-late 
17th century, with a large amount of restoration undertaken during both the 18th and 
19th centuries16.  
 
At the time that the parish church was being built there are records of a second 
chapel or church that also had its own resident chaplain, although its dedication was 
not mentioned. This may have been the church of St Mary in Arden that was first 
mentioned in 1220. Today it is ruins and stands next to Market Harborough station to 
the south of Great Bowden, but was in use as a chapel until the early 17th century, 
although mainly for the people of Market Harborough until a new chapel was built in 
the town that was also considered easier to access. This was when the chapel 
grounds were used for little more than burials and it became a mortuary chapel 
(GBHA 2011). 
 
The vast majority of the listed buildings in Great Bowden date from post-medieval 
and later and are found scattered through the village, along the main roads and 
around the greens. A number of mills have been recorded in the village, the first of 
which was in the later 15th century, once owned by the chantry, although that one 
blew down in the mid-16th century. At this time a second windmill was recorded in 
south field and there was also a horse mill, also once belonging to the chantry17. 
 
During the early 17th century there were records in Great Bowden of school teachers 
but no official school house. A boyôs school was known to have existed from 1814 to 
1834. At this time there were also three other days schools, two of which included the 
teaching of girls and there was also two Sunday schools. It was not until 1839 that a 
national school was built in the village, but was deemed over crowded by the early 
20th century so continued only as a primary school and secondary school age 
students were sent into Market Harborough for their schooling18. 
 

                                                
15

 www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22040 (Accessed July 2014) 
16

 Ibid 
17

 Ibid 
18

 www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22040 (Accessed July 2014) 
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The Grand Union Canal, now called the óLeicester Lineô originally comprised of two 
canals; the Leicestershire and Northamptonshire Union Canal and the óoldô Grand 
Union Canal, both built in the late 18th and very early 19th centuries to continue the 
canal from Market Harborough to Northampton and join the Grand Union Canal just 
north of Daventry.  The old two lines were bought by the Grand Junction Canal in 
1894. The canals provided a direct link from the coalfields of the East Midlands 
directly into London, although with the rise of the railways this was short lived and 
was closed to industrial traffic by the early 20th century19.  
 

 
 
The Midland Railway was built in the 1840ôs and effectively divided the village in half 
(figure 5). The line was first opened by the London and North Western Railway and 
then a second line was built by Midland Railway from between 1853-5520. The line 
continues south through Kettering and Bedford to London and north to Leicester 
where it again splits. There is no station in the village, the nearest being at Market 
Harborough. 
 
The Enclosure Act of June 1776 heralded the transition from open field systems in 
Great Bowden in the medieval period (fig 79) to enclosed fields that are still seen 
today. 2982 acres were enclosed in Great Bowden at the same time that órights of 
wayô were established, distinguishing between the movements of both animals and 
people. Most of these followed existing routeways, such as Welham Lane, Fairfield 
Road and Dingley Road, but two new drift roads were set out in the award; the first 
joined Langton Road with Welham Lane and second joined Russellôs Lane with 
Bowden Lane in Market Harborough (now known as Burmill Road) (Aucott 2008). 
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 http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/canals-and-rivers/grand-union-canal-leicester-line (Accessed July 2014) 
20

 www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Great_Bowden.pdf (Accessed July 2014) 

Figure 5: 1880ôs map of Great Bowden (Copyright Edina Digimap) 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/canals-and-rivers/grand-union-canal-leicester-line
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Great_Bowden.pdf
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The following paragraphs summarise the finds listed on the Historic Environment 
Record, accessed via the Heritage Gateway website searching the area within 2km 
of Great Bowden21. 
 

7.1 Prehistoric period 

A small number of prehistoric flints have been recorded from the parish, one of the 
most recent from trial trenching in 2013 on land west of Genevieve at The Green and 
was recorded as a Mesolithic/Neolithic blade core, found with a Neolithic/Bronze Age 
core and flake and unworked burnt stones (MLE 21167).  A polished Neolithic flint 
axe was found from the back garden of 9 Langton Road (MLE 7205) and a further 
three flints were found at Knights End Close (MLE 20487) and have been tentatively 
dated to between the Early Mesolithic to the Early Bronze Age. About 40 worked 
flints were found during fieldwalking in 2005/7 to the southwest of the village and 
include blades, flakes, cores, scrapers and struck fragments (MLE 17041) although 
no date has been specifically assigned to these finds. 
 
Two possible sites of Iron Age activity have also been identified on the HER, 
although given their proximity they may actually be part of a single settlement. 
Decorated Iron Age pottery was found during a Watching Brief along Green Lane in 
2007 (MLE 17526) and in 2003 fieldwalking had yielded two sherds of Late Iron Age 
pottery from land to the north of the Saw Mill in the far west of the village, off Main 
Street (MLE 10148). Both of these sites also yielded early Roman pottery.  
 

7.2 Roman period 

Evidence for Romano-British activity within the parish has so far been quite limited. 
Scatters of Roman period pottery have been identified with later Iron Age pottery in 
the west of the village, north of the Saw Mill (MLE 10148) as well as from Green 
Lane (MLE 17526), which suggests that there was a continuation of occupation into 
the later 1st century and possibly beyond. Romano-British pottery was also found 
during a test pit excavation at Buckminster Close in 2006, presumed residual 
amongst later material (MLE 16452), and from trail trenching on land west of 
Genevieve on The Green where three sherds of Roman pottery were recorded (MLE 
21168). 
 

7.3 Anglo-Saxon period 

Great Bowden itself is listed on the HER as the historic core of a settlement of 
probable Anglo-Saxon origin (MLE 9021), an inference supported by Late Anglo-
Saxon features and finds from the area. During an evaluation in 2005 along Langton 
Road, a ditch, two gullies and two pits were found with 10th and 11th century pottery 
(MLE 10653) and further work on site also yielded more medieval finds (see section 
7.4). More recent archaeological work carried out in 2011/2012 at Fernie Hunt 
Kennels in the far northeast of the village found a number of Late Saxon to medieval 
features, including ditches, pits, gullies as well as a number of sherds of pottery (MLE 
19829). Both of these sites appear to have origins in the very late Saxon period, 
based on the pottery recorded, although they also both peaked in terms of activity in 
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 http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Application.aspx?resourceID=1021 (Accessed 
July 2014) 
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 25 

the medieval period. Further sherds of Late Saxon pottery were found at various sites 
in the village, one site towards the southern end of Knights End Road yielded Late 
Saxon pottery during a test pit excavation in 2005 (MLE 16425). Another test pit was 
excavated in 2006 at Buckminster Close which also yielded a lot of medieval pottery, 
some of which has been suggested may be Late Anglo Saxon in date (MLE 16452). 
Trial Trenching in 2013 on land to the west of Genevieve at The Green also yielded a 
mix of likely very late Saxon pottery as well as a number of sherds of medieval (MLE 
21169). 
 

7.4 High and Later Medieval periods 

  
The historic core of the village has also been classified on the HER as a site of 
medieval (as well as Anglo-Saxon) date (MLE 9021), although this record states that 
it was probably once two separate parts, possibly arranged around the two main 
greens that are still seen today. Earthwork remains of probable former settlement 
have also been recorded around Knights End Road (MLE 1953). These were 
investigated in 2012 by Great Bowden Heritage and Archaeology Group (GBHA) in 
the form of both surveys and test pitting; the results of which included a number of 
sherds of medieval pottery as well as later finds and possible medieval rubbish pits or 
ditch features, suggesting that this area was indeed one of medieval settlement.  
 
Additional features dating to the medieval period have been excavated at Langton 
Road (MLE 10653), which were found during an evaluation in 2005 and were 
identified as a ditch, two gullies and two pits that were found with 10th-11th century 
pottery. Further work on the same site in 2006 recorded boundary ditches, a 12th 
century fish pond and a 13th-14th century revetment wall with associated dumping 
(probably from a midden) to raise and level the ground.  
 
In the far north of the village at Fernie Hunt Kennels on Nether Green, an evaluation 
in 2011-2012 found various features identified as both pits and enclosure ditches, 
which are thought to be related to medieval settlement in this area, which peaked 
between the 12th and 14th centuries. A large amount of medieval pottery was 
recorded along with a copper alloy ring and a large amount of animal bone. Trial 
trenching at Fernie Hunt Stables in 2011 recovered a number of sherds of medieval 
pottery along with other finds, possibly suggesting a midden site (MLE 21043). 
 
Trail trenching in 2007 at Green Lane yielded a number of gullies, pits and postholes 
with 21 sherds of high medieval pottery. These was followed up later in the same 
year as a watching brief which also found a gully, two pits and 41 more sherds of 
high medieval pottery (MLE 16665). The site is known to have been within the 
medieval village core.  
 
During trial trenching on land to the west of Genevieve, close to the centre of the 
village, a number of sherds of medieval pottery were recorded with fragments of fired 
clay. It has been suggested that these were likely deposited during manuring, given 
the state of abrasion on them (MLE 21169). 
 
A watching brief in 1998 was undertaken at 1 Main Street where a scatter of 
medieval pottery was recorded with a variety of features. These suggested the 
presence of one of more rubbish pits and a possible collapsed wall (MLE 8361). 
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Excavations by GBHA have been undertaken along Dingley Road in the east of the 
village, where a possible wall, cobbled surfaces and a possible trackway were all 
uncovered (MLE 18151) with a variety of both medieval and post-medieval finds. It 
was thought that the wall may have been part of a barn.  
 
A small number of test pits had already been excavated in the village by GBHA prior 
to the 2013-14 season of test pitting. A test pit excavated in 2005 at the southern end 
of Knights End Road yielded high medieval pottery (MLE 16425) that was also mixed 
in with both Late Saxon and post-medieval finds. Also in 2005 a test pit was dug at 
Tinkers Thatch, which recorded various finds including medieval pottery and a 
possible post hole feature, although this is undated (MLE  17193). Further test pits 
were excavated at Buckminster Close in 2006 where medieval pottery and a 
horseshoe were all recovered (MLE 16452). In 2010 another test pit along Dingley 
Road recorded a compact earth surface with four flat large stones and medieval 
pottery (MLE 18150). A test pit excavated in 2009 at 43 Knights End Road has 
yielded medieval and later pottery sherds (MLE 20485). 
 
Survey work was also undertaken with the aid of aerial photographs of the village 
and from which probable medieval earthworks recorded as a building platform and 
enclosure were recorded from around Green Lane (MLE 1950). 
 
The church of St Peter and St Paul has already been discussed above and mainly 
dates from the 13th century (MLE 14936), although there are also both 14th and 15th 
century additions. Medieval earthworks have also been recorded to the east of the 
church (MLE 1955). Great Bowden Bridge, crossing the River Welland in the east of 
the parish, was first mentioned in 1523 (MLE 1946), but a crossing on the same site 
or the same bridge may be much earlier in date. The presence of a spring to the 
southeast of Bankfield Drive is mentioned in medieval documents from c.1336 (MLE 
18324). 
 
Excavations in 2005-6 indicated that property boundaries on Langton Road were re-
arranged in the 15th century. The alterations included the laying of a cobble surface, 
as well as the construction of a cob wall, aligned north-south (MLE 17022). Additional 
activity was also recorded into the post-medieval and modern periods (see section 
7.5).  
 
Isolated medieval spot finds recorded on the HER; include Oak Apple Cottage on 
Upper Green Place, a former public house, where very late medieval pottery and a 
bone spoon were found during renovation work (MLE 14952). Two medieval 
encaustic floor tile fragments and part of a marble slab with a Latin inscription were 
found in the garden of 9 Dingley Road (MLE 9868). Medieval pottery has been found 
elsewhere around the village with a number coming from The Paddock and at Nether 
Green during the 1970s (MLE 6752) and from land to the north of Top Yard Farm in 
the early 1950s during the construction of some council houses (MLE 6751). 
Additional pottery has also been found during the late 1950s near the West Lodge to 
Upper House in the west of the village (MLE 6753). A medieval silver hammered coin 
dates between 1369-1411 was found at the Red Lion pub garden on Main Street 
during the early 1990s (MLE 6974). 
 
 



 

 27 

7.5 Post-Medieval period and later 

 
The historic settlement core of Great Bowden is known to have continued through the 
post-medieval period from its origins in the Late Saxon/high medieval (MLE 9021). 
 
Associated with the church is the construction of the stone and part cob wall around 
the churchyard, most likely during the 17th century. Stone pier gates were also 
constructed at the entrances at this time also (MLE 14937). The site of the village 
pond has also been recorded at Nether Green (MLE 19785) that was shown on both 
19th and 20th century mapping. The presence of a spring was also first recorded 
during the 14th century to the southeast of Bankfield Drive would also have been in 
use through the post-medieval period as it is still present today (MLE 18324). 
 
A post-medieval well was discovered outside the back door of 19 Manor Road during 
building work. Mainly made from compacted clay with some shaped bricks at the top, 
this measured 1.5m in diameter and had a depth of at least 6m (MLE 16208). It is 
thought to have belonged to house no. 21, as there was no house present on the site 
with the well at this time. Another well has been recorded at 26 The Green, although 
this one is brick lined and was uncovered during renovation work in 2004. Found 
within the well was also an óunusual wooden structureô (MLE 16907). 
 
An excavation in 2005-6 at 24-26 Langton Road found that the site was occupied by 
a cobbled yard between the mid-15th and late 17th centuries, associated with which 
was a cob wall. A variety of post-medieval finds were also found with this, including 
pottery, clay pipe, tile, nails, locks, fittings, animal bone and a thimble (MLE 17022). 
Trial trenching in 2011 at Fernie Hunt Stables recorded a number of post-medieval 
pottery sherds with clay pipe and a small quantity of animal bone (MLE 21043). 
Further trial trenching at land to the west of Genevieve also yielded a number of post-
medieval pottery sherds that were likely deposited during manuring (MLE 21169). 
 
An excavation and metal detecting survey in 2012 at Knights End revealed a number 
of finds, including five Georgian half pennies and a 19th century livery button with 
post-medieval pottery and fragments of CBM (MLE 20486). 
A geophysical survey in 2006 at Buckminster Close recorded a large double ditched 
oval feature. This was followed up in 2009 with an excavation that actually proved it 
was a parade ground for displaying horses (MLE 17194). 
 
Excavations by GBHA in 2010 found the foundations for a barn with associated 
cobble surfaces at The Green/Dingley Road. The finds consist of post-medieval brick 
and tile (MLE 18152). Further excavations by the group in 2010 at Dingley Road also 
recorded a possible wall, cobbled surfaces and a possible trackway with various 
post-medieval finds. It was thought that the wall may have been part of a barn (MLE 
18151). 
 
A number of the test pits excavated in the village by GBHA prior to 2013 have yielded 
post-medieval finds. In 2005 a pit towards the southern end of Knights End Road, 
produced post-medieval pottery and a clay pipe and buckle (MLE 16425), while one 
at Tinkers Thatch recorded post-medieval pottery with undated features, including a 
curved stone feature as well as a possible posthole (MLE 17193). At 43 Knights End 
Road a test pit dug in 2009 contained pottery dating from the medieval period 
onwards (MLE 20485). In 2010 a test pit excavated along Dingley Road recorded a 
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compact earth surface, four flat large stones with sherds of post-medieval pottery and 
animal bone (MLE 18150). 
 
The footbridge over the railway (discussed above) in Great Bowden is made from 
cast iron and is shown on the 1st edition OS map dating from the late 19th century 
(MLE 16833). A K6 telephone kiosk still stands on The Green (MLE 14966) and 
dates from 1935. 
 
 

7.6 Undated 

 
Only a few undated features have been recorded on the HER in Great Bowden, one 
of these is a stone-lined well, c.1.5m in diameter found during building work at the 
Congregational Church in 2007 (MLE 16750). It is believed that this is the well that is 
marked on the first OS map and that the chapel was built over it in 1885. A second 
undated well was also found in the back garden of 13 Main Street and was over 7m 
in depth (MLE16447). Also recovered from the same garden were a number of horse 
bones that were found in clay less than 1m under a bank at the side of the cottage. 
 
During some of the early test pit excavations in the village at Tinkers Thatch, an 
undated curved stone feature and a possible posthole were both identified (MLE 
17193). No additional work has yet been undertaken on this feature, but within the 
test pit a number of mainly post-medieval and later pottery finds were found.  
A geophysical survey that was undertaken in 2006 at Buckminster Close found a 
linear feature (MLE 17196) and a subsequent test pit on the site also found the ditch, 
but both medieval and post-medieval pottery were found from the test pit, so no 
definite date has yet to be assigned to the feature.  
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8  Results of the test pit excavations in Great Bowden 
 
The approximate locations of the 14 1m2 test pits excavated over weekends between 
in July, August, September and November 2013 can be seen in figure 6 with the 16 
test pits that were excavated over weekends in March, April, May, June and July in 
2014. This gave a total of 30 test pits excavated over the two years. The data from 
each test pit is discussed in this section and set out in numerical order and also by 
year. Most excavations were undertaken in spits measuring 10cm in depth, but in 
cases when a change in the character of deposits indicated a change in context, a 
new spit was started before 10cm.  
 
An assessment of the overall results, synthesizing the data from all the pits, including 
deductions about the historic development of Great Bowden and the potential of the 
buried heritage resource of the village is presented in the following Discussion 
section (Section 9). Finds from each test pit are discussed in summary in this section, 
and listed in detail in the relevant appendices (Section 12). Photographs of sites 
under excavation and of all finds are included in the archive, but not included in this 
report for reasons of space.  
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Figure 6: Great Bowden test pit locations (not to scale): 2013 
excavations in green and 2014 in red (Map copyright Edina Digimap) 
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8.1 Test Pit one (GBO/13/1) 

 

 

Figure 7: Location map of GBO/13/1. 

 
Test Pit 1 was excavated in a turfed area of a vegetable and fruit garden which has 
been under cultivation throughout living memory and probably for over 100 years. 
The garden is situated on the southern side of Dingley Road near the western 
boundary of the currently occupied village. (Kitchen Garden, Dingley Road, Great 
Bowden. SP 7467 8882). 
 
The garden is opposite the Parish Church and close to The Green and Church Green 
in the east of the village. The earliest map from an estate plan of 1843 shows no sign 
of a property on the plot although there is a well-marked towards the west of the 
garden. Other properties are shown pre dating the current ones on the north side of 
Dingley Road.  
 
Test Pit 1 was excavated to a depth of 0.75m, when the water table was reached 
making further excavation impossible.  Natural yellow clay could be seen particularly 
in the corners of the final context. The pit was recorded and backfilled. 
 
A range of pottery types were excavated from GBO/13/1, although the vast majority 
of which dates as Victorian. These were mixed in with a number of medieval and 
post-medieval wares that have been identified as Medieval Shelly Ware, Potterspury  
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Ware, Lyveden/Stanion óBô Ware, Midland Purple Ware, Cistercian Ware, Midland Yellow Ware, Midland Black Ware, Delft Ware, 
Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. A small amount of Late Saxon 
Stamford Ware and South Lincs Oolitic Ware were also recorded through the test pit. 
 

  STAM OOL SHC PT LB MP CIST MY MB TGE SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

1 1 1 1       1 1   1 6         19 90   58 100 850-1900 

1 2 1 2         1 11     3 10   2 3 9 58   128 152 850-1900 

1 4           1 4       1 1   12 105 4 4 35 33 1350-1900 

1 5 1 2         2 15         1 1 6 55 1 1 20 17 850-1900 

1 6     1 14   1 1 1 8 1 2       1 1   1 1 4 4 1100-1900 

1 6A                       1 1 1 1 5 14 1680-1900 

1 7 1 2     1 23   2 38           2 21     850-1700 

1 7A                   1 5       4 15 1600-1900 

1 8   1 5           1 3             1050-1600 

Table 1: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/1 

The soil in the first 0.3m was a dark loam with large quantities of brick and Victorian pottery smashed into small pieces presumably to make 
the soil easier to work and to increase the drainage.  There were also significant amounts of charcoal and charcoal flecks present. One 
primary, two secondary and three tertiary flint flakes were also recorded through the test pit as well as a small multiple platform flake core. 
Additional faunal remains have also been positively identified as cow, sheep/goat, pig and horse as well as unidentifiable remains of both 
cattle- and sheep-sized bone fragments. 
 
A steel or soft iron pipe, believed to be a gas pipe, was found at the start of the 4th context lying approximately east-west. The pipe 
appeared to be laid rather than randomly deposited. The pipe was level and just at the base of the worked levels of soil. The pipe ended in 
the centre of the pit and was uncapped with an open threaded end.  The pipe was sawn off, with permission, to allow the excavation to 
continue. Further enquiry revealed that the building on the cottage boundary to the east of the pit was a washhouse with a gas boiler still in 
use in the 1960s.  The most probably explanation for the gas pipe is that it was feeding this appliance but it cannot be explained why the 
pipe was laid parallel to Dingley Road and the gas was not linked directly to the property from the mains in the road.  During the 1960s the 
owners of the garden also owned the adjacent cottage, pasture land around Dingley Road and the house at 11 Dingley Road. 
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At the start of context 5 an area of dark fine soil was found close to the southern 
edge of the pit.  This area increased in size through context 6 and then reduced 
again in context 7.  Victorian pottery sherds were recovered in this area and were 
recorded separately as Contexts 6a and 7a.  An area of large stone was also found 
embedded in the southern side of the pit.  There appeared no obvious link between 
these stones and the dark earth feature. 
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8.2 Test Pit two (GBO/13/2) 

 

 

Figure 8: Location Map of GBO/13/2 

 
Test Pit 2 was excavated in the back garden of an end of terrace Grade II listed early 
19th century local red brick built cottages, lining The Green, in the centre of the 
current village.  The house stands on brick footings but the boundary brick wall to the 
north-east has massive local stone footings. Deeds start with a will dated 1855, 
where the property is described as ñlately built in the gardenò of the neighbouring 
farmhouse, now 1 Main Street.  The latter has archaeological evidence of Anglo-
Saxon occupation22. 
 
Although 20 The Green has been subject to development over the years, and has 
well worked borders, it is thought that the small lawned area is undisturbed.  The pit 
was sited in this lawn more than 6 metres from the mature ash tree in the North 
corner of the plot, and approximately 3 metres from the well (20 The Green, Great 
Bowden. SP 7447 8880).  
 
Test Pit 2 was excavated to a depth of 0.8m. Natural was not found, but due to time 
constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  Soil is loam over heavy clay, and the water table is approximately 1 metre 
below the surface.  There is a bell-shaped stone lined well, now capped, adjacent to 
the current house.  Other wells dot The Green beyond.  
 

                                                
22 University of Leicester Archaeological Services 1998 Report No. 99/04  
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The vast majority of the pottery excavated from GBO/13/2 dates to the 16th century 
and later as Glazed Red Earthenware, Midland Yellow Ware, Staffordshire Slipware, 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware, Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware and 
Victorian. Medieval pottery was also recorded through the test pit as Medieval Shelly 
Ware, Midland Purple Ware, Late medieval ware and Cistercian Ware. Additional 
flints were also found and identified as both primary and secondary flint flakes as well 
as a small amount of animal bone, categorised as cow, sheep/goat and dog. A 
number of fragments of bone were also only able to be recorded as either cattle- or 
sheep-sized due to their size. 
 

  SHC MP LMT CIST GRE MY SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

2 1     1 1         5 31   15 37 1400-1900 

2 2 1 3 1 2   1 1 1 3     14 64   52 69 1100-1900 

2 3   1 1       1 6 2 8 12 55   56 94 1350-1900 

2 4             1 10 1 1   22 24 1650-1900 

2 5   1 1           8 47 2 2 17 14 1350-1900 

2 6   1 4   2 2   2 10   6 48   8 6 1350-1900 

2 7   2 14           6 14   4 4 1350-1900 

2 8               11 173   2 2 1680-1900 

Table 2: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/2 

The pottery and other finds were largely indicative of a garden worked in the post-
medieval period with material added to aid drainage. Some pottery could have been 
moved during the growth of numerous tree roots encountered during the excavation.  
There were also several large stones (0.1-0.2m in length) which may have formed 
part of a wall in the past. 
 
 

Figure 10: 1891 OS map of the area  Figure 9: 20 The Green, Gt Bowden. Front 
elevation, facing The Green, showing older part 
of the house and 1990 extension 
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8.3 Test Pit three (GBO/13/3) 
 

 

Figure 11: Location map of GBO/13/3 

 
Test Pit 3 was excavated in a grassed area towards the rear 
of the back garden of an early 20th century house shown as 
an orchard on the 1891 OS map (see figure 10). (16 Knights 
End Road, Great Bowden. SP 7455 8863).  Knights End 
Road is now a cul-de-sac ending 130m south of this 
property where a track continues into the fields. This test pit 
was dug 70m north of GBO/13/4 and approximately 80m 
south of GBO/13/7.   
 
Test pit 3 was dug to a depth of 1m. Natural was not found, 
but due to time constraints, excavations were halted at this 
level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.   
 
The vast majority of the pottery excavated from GBO/13/3 
dates to the Late Saxon and medieval periods as St Neots 
Ware, Stamford Ware, and Medieval Shelly Ware, Potterôs 
Marston Ware, Lyveden/Stanion óBô Ware and Brill/Boarstall 

ware. An additional four sherds of Victorian pottery were 
also recorded. A single tertiary flint flake was also recorded 
from context three. Additional faunal remains have been 
identified as cow, sheep/goat and pig with further 

Figure 12: Site marked 
by arrow on 1891 OS 
Map 
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fragmentary bones that were only able to be categorised as cattle- and sheep-sized 
animals as well as one piece of bird bone and a single unidentified mammal bone.  
 
 

  SN STAM SHC PM LB BB VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

3 1     1 13       3 5 1100-1900 

3 2             1 1 1800-1900 

3 4   1 8 3 11   1 5 1 1   850-1350 

3 5     2 11         1100-1200 

3 6     3 18 1 3 1 2     1100-1350 

3 7 2 6 1 21 2 10 1 4       850-1350 

3 8 1 4 4 47           850-1100 

3 9 5 21 2 7 2 2         850-1200 

3 10 1 2             850-1100 

Table 3: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/3 

 
The most unusual and remarkable aspect of the pit was the number of sandstone 
tiles recovered, found deposited through contexts 3 and 4.  Similar tiles have been 
dug up in this garden and next door at No. 18.  The tiles have all the characteristics 
of roof tiles being of a tapering shape with trimmed edges, a variety of sizes and with 
a nail hole at the tapered end. The tiles were of two types: a thick bright yellow 
sandstone with the appearance of ironstone and a thinner buff coloured sandstone 
(see figure 13). The tiles were left in situ during the excavation but removed by the 
house owners later.  
 
Photographs of the tiles were submitted by the local coordinators to experts at Colly 
Weston who said they were not Colly tiles, and a sample shown to an archaeologist 
from the University of Leicester who confirmed them as sandstone and thought that 
the hole could have been medieval and the tile secured with a wooden peg.  He also 
thought they may have come from an unknown and long worked-out source.  Two 
pieces of a green glazed Chilvers Coton 14th century ridge roof tile were also found 
in contexts 1 and 4.  This mixture of pottery finds and dates suggests that there was 
activity in the medieval period and the presence of bone at most levels it would seem 
that this was possibly a midden or rubbish pit sometime before the 14th century.   
 

Figure 13: From the left: the largest complete tile found, smallest complete tile found and an assemblage of complete tiles 
found in pit 3 and the garden 
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8.4 Test Pit four (GBO/13/4) 

 
Figure 14: Location map of GBO/13/4 

Test Pit 4 was excavated in the lawn of the back garden of an early 20th century 
house, close to the south-east limit of development in the currently occupied village. 
(36 Knights End Road, Great Bowden. SP 7457 8856). 
 
Test Pit 4 was excavated to a depth of 1m. At this depth grey clay stained with 
ironstone was reached. The clay was dry and could still be crumbled by hand but 
appeared unworked and no finds were uncovered.  It was therefore decided to halt 
the excavation at this point and the test pit was recorded and backfilled. 
 
A wide range of pottery types were excavated from GBO/13/4 with the majority dating 
from the late 17th century and later as Staffordshire Manganese Ware, Staffordshire 
White Salt-Glazed Stoneware and as Victorian. Additional post-medieval wares were 
also recorded through the upper half of the test pit as Midland Yellow Ware, Midland 
Blackware and Staffordshire Slipware. A few Late Saxon and medieval wares were 
also identified as Stamford Ware, Medieval Shelly Ware, Lyveden/Stanion óBô Ware, 
Midland Purple Ware and Cistercian Ware.  
 

  STAM SHC LB MP CIST MY MB SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

4 1 1 1 1 2   1 1     1 12   6 66   36 33 850-1900 

4 2           1 8   1 4 8 21   50 101 1550-1900 

4 3       3 33     1 3   17 81   54 62 1350-1900 

4 4                 7 38 1 1 48 59 1680-1900 

4 5 1 4     1 5       1 7 8 50   24 34 850-1900 
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4 6     1 5 1 7         4 13   13 25 1200-1900 

4 7 1 3 1 3     1 9           1 1 850-1900 

4 8         1 8             1470-1550 

4 9       1 13               1350-1470 

Table 4: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/4 

 
The name Knights End indicates this area was one of the dispersed elements of the 
medieval settlement.  The name appears on both old and modern maps, and the 
origin of the óKnightô element is uncertain. There is a possibility that it was named 
(uniquely) after a local 19th century farmer, Mr Knight, but it seems more likely that it 
derives from its proximity to the site of a Knights Hospitaller preceptor in adjacent 
Dingley from before 1296 when it is first recorded until its dissolution in May 1540.  
properties remain nearby and the house at number 36 was built in the 1930s on 
almost the same footprint as a timber framed house (possibly 17th Century) (see 
figure 15).  By about 1900 the garden, described as large, extended through 
numbers 32-36 Knights End Road and earlier could have extended southwards 
towards the northern boundary of the South field of the medieval open fields of Great 
Bowden.  
 
 
Through contexts 1 to 5 there were signs of a cultivated garden area with post-
medieval pottery, brick fragments and numerous clay pipe remains.  A complete 17th 
century pipe bowl was found in context 6 and part of a medieval floor tile in context 8.  
The mixture of pottery of different dates in the first 4-5 contexts suggests double 
digging of a vegetable plot over several centuries. A single tertiary flint flake was also 
found from the test pit with an irregular waste flake as well as a number of animal 
bones that have been identified as cow, sheep/goat, pig and rabbit. Smaller 
fragments of unidentifiable bone were also recorded only from either sheep- or cattle-
sized animals. 

 

  

Figure 15: House at 36 Knights End before 1930s 
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8.5 Test Pit five (GBO/13/5) 

 

 
Figure 16: Location map of GBO/13/5 

 
Test Pit 5 was excavated in the back 
garden of one of the oldest houses in 
the village. It is situated close to the 
area of Great Bowden known as 
Upper Green, one of several Greens 
in the village which may indicate 
areas of early settlement (45 Main 
Street, Great Bowden. SP 7416 
8879). 
 
The house has some internal walls 
made from wood and straw, a timber 
cruck frame, and a kitchen beam 
dated 1666. It is thought to have been 
a grazierôs dwelling, and originally 
included the house next door and the 
fields as far south as the footpath 
leading to the present railway 
footbridge. 
 

Figure 17: The property shown on the 1891 OS 
map 



 

 41 

The test pit was sited approximately 40m to the south of the old part of the house, in 
a lawned area of the back garden, about 12m from the rear boundary of the present 
property, which backs on to open fields. It is possible this area would have been part 
of the medieval South Field. More recently it is known to have been worked as an 
allotment. 
 
The pit was excavated to a depth of 0.6m, at which natural was found. The final 
context was impossible to sieve, but was searched by hand. Excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
The vast majority of the pottery types that were excavated from GBO/14/5 date to the 
post-medieval and were found mixed through the test pit and have been identified as 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and as Victorian. Single sherds 
of Late Saxon St Neots Ware, South Lincs Oolitic Ware, Potterôs Marston Ware and 
Lyveden/Stanion óBô Ware were also all recorded.  
 
  SN OOL PM LB SMW EST VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

5 1         2 4 1 4 28 35 1680-1900 

5 2             21 37 1800-1900 

5 3 1 5       5 50   16 45 900-1900 

5 4   1 5 1 6 1 7 1 5   3 18 1050-1900 

5 6         2 7   2 3 1680-1900 

Table 5: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/5 

 
The first three contexts yielded large quantities of small pieces of brick, plaster, and 
slate, perhaps used to lighten the heavy clay soil by the people who worked this area 
as an allotment during the first half of the 20th century. Three secondary and a single 
tertiary flint flakes were also found from test pit 5 with a flint blade that may be 
Mesolithic or early Neolithic in date. These were found with a single pig bone and 
eight bone fragments that can only be categorised as either being from cattle- or 
sheep-sized mammals.  
 
Great Bowden Heritage & Archaeology previously dug a pit in the same garden in 
2006, nearer to the southern boundary, when similar finds were made. They suggest 
that the site has been subject to agricultural activity, rather than a garden, for 
hundreds of years. 
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8.6 Test Pit six (GBO/13/6) 

 

 

Figure 18: Location map of GBO/13/6 

 
Test Pit 6 was excavated in the lawn of a modern bungalow near the northern extent 
of the currently occupied area of Great Bowden, close to junctions with Manor Road 
and Welham Road (30 Langton Road, Great Bowden. SP 7422 8899).  
 
A small remnant of Middle Green, still unoccupied by housing lies across the road to 
the south-west. The house and garage, which lie to the north of the plot, are at or 
slightly below the level of Langton Road which runs a little downhill at this point.  The 
garden area is level with the road but at least 0.35m higher than the base of the 
house.  The garden is retained by a dressed stone wall and steps. The immediate 
area is one of modern housing but set back further from the road is a row of 19th 
century cottages and a much older house dating in part to the 17th century.  At one 
time this was a forge. The Midland Mainline railway runs approximately 120m to the 
west. 
 
Test pit 6 was excavated to a depth of 0.6m, at which the natural yellow clay was 
reached.  Excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled. The soil in the first 0.25m was dark loam with many inclusions of smashed 
pottery and brick, typical of worked garden soil in the village. Small pieces of pottery 
and brick may have been used to aid drainage in the heavy clay. The pottery was 
mainly from the 19th and early 20th centuries with pieces of clay pipe, charcoal flecks 
and other modern finds. A small amount of animal bone was also found through the 
test pit identified as cow, sheep/goat and rabbit. A number of smaller bone fragments 
were only able to be identified as either to cattle- or sheep-sized mammals.  
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The vast majority of the pottery identified dates as Victorian, with most of the rest of 
the pottery recorded as post-medieval in date, consisting of Glazed Red 
Earthenware, Midland Blackware, Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire Manganese 
Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. A single sherd of 
Brill/Boarstall ware was also recovered with two sherds of Midland Purple Ware.  
 

  BB MP GRE MB SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Cntxt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date Range 

6 1           6 37   55 52 1680-1900 

6 2           15 68   63 42 1680-1900 

6 3 1 1 2 17 2 20 2 12 1 1 15 96   49 62 1200-1900 

6 4         1 10   1 1 9 6 1650-1900 

6 5               10 6 1800-1900 

Table 6: The pottery excavated from GBO/13/6 

 
There was a sudden change halfway through context 3 when the soil became clay 
like and very lumpy.  It was thought at this point that the clay had been deposited, 
maybe when the house was built, as it was cracked and in lumps.  A further context 
was dug in case an earlier ground level was uncovered.  However at 0.6m it became 
clear that the clay was yellow, smooth and had not been disturbed in the past. Metal 
pliers and a large piece of clinker were found at context 5, and a brick which may 
date from 17th century at context 6. 
 

The site appears to have 
been part of Middle 
Green until after the 
fields were enclosed 
when it became a worked 
garden until 1963 when 
the bungalow was built 
and the garden laid to 
lawn.   
 
A test pit was dug by the 
Heritage Group in the 
same garden in 2009 
approximately 12m to the 
north-west of GBO/13/6. 
Finds were similar and 

the clay found at 0.3m in depth. A further test pit was dug in 2006 approximately 
160m to the south on the corner of Langton Road and Main Street. A similar pattern 
emerged and it was concluded that this area was also part of a former green. 
Northants Archaeology carried out a large scale pre development excavation in 2005 
at 24/26 Langton Rd (Report 08/80). 
 
 

Figure 19: Aerial photo taken in 1940s. House site is arrowed. 
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8.7 Test Pit seven (GBO/13/7) 

 
Figure 20: Location map of GBO/13/7 

 
Test Pit 7 was excavated in a lawned area to the rear of a Grade II listed probable 
17th century timber framed building, facing Pond Green near to the centre of the 
village (The Old Forge, 98 Station Road, Great Bowden. SP 7456 8868). The 
remains of a forge chimney can be seen in one of the outbuildings. This part of the 
property has some stone building, as well as brick 
(see figure 21). 
 
The Deeds of the house date from 1844 and 
included a possible earlier plan   (figure 22) showing 
the extent of the property at that time, most of the 
shaded area is now occupied by other houses and a 
bungalow.  
 
The original plan was for the test pit to be dug in the 
front garden, which had what appeared to be a loose 
cobbled surface, but it proved to be too difficult to 
remove the cobbles, as they were embedded in a 
thick layer of concrete. The test pit was resited near 
to the forge outbuilding which was then also 
abandoned due to encountering brick embedded in 
concrete at a depth of 0.1m. 

Figure 21: Photograph of the remaining 
forge chimney 






















































































































































































































































































































