Fauna from Great Bowden 2013 and 2014
Vida Rajkovača
The excavations in the Great Bowden resulted in the recovery of an assemblage totalling 696 assessable specimens, of which 264 (37.9%) were identified to species or family level. Pit material was considered based on their location within the village. As suggested by the pottery dating evidence, the majority of investigated locations were occupied throughout the Medieval and Post-medieval periods, with sporadic finds of Roman pottery. 
The range of species is relatively varied, though dominated by the remains of domesticates, including dog and cat. Of the wild fauna, a single roe deer metacarpus was identified. Ovicapra were the most commonly eaten animal, amounting to almost half of the identified species count. The prevalence of sheep-sized elements within the size-category count also seems to suggest sheep were the favoured species. 
The overall preservation ranged quite good to moderate, though a number of elements showed signs of severe weathering and surface erosion. Gnawing was recorded on 39 specimens in total, a low figure corresponding to 5.6% of the assemblage. The material was fragmentary, and no complete specimens were recorded. Skeletal element count for the three main domesticates demonstrated the slight prevalence of the meat-bearing elements, although a few loose teeth and mandible fragments were recorded. 

	Taxon
	NISP
	%NISP

	Cow
	47
	17.8

	Sheep/goat
	117
	44.3

	Sheep
	1
	0.4

	Pig
	40
	15.1

	Horse
	7
	2.7

	Dog
	9
	3.4

	Dog/ fox
	3
	1.1

	Cat
	2
	0.8

	Roe deer
	1
	0.4

	Rabbit
	20
	7.6

	Chicken
	9
	3.4

	Galliformes
	8
	3

	Sub-total to species
	264
	100

	Cattle-sized
	110
	.

	Sheep-sized
	311
	.

	Mammal n.f.i.
	2
	.

	Bird n.f.i.
	8
	.

	Fish n.f.i.
	1
	.

	Total
	696
	.


Table 1. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from the village. 
Method
The zooarchaeological investigation followed the system implemented by Bournemouth University with all identifiable elements recorded (NISP: Number of Identifiable Specimens) and diagnostic zoning (amended from Dobney & Reilly 1988) used to calculate MNE (Minimum Number of Elements) from which MNI (Minimum Number of Individuals) was derived. Identification of the assemblage was undertaken with the aid of Schmid (1972), Cohen and Serjeantson (1996) and reference material from the Cambridge Archaeological Unit and Grahame Clark Zooarchaeology Laboratory, University of Cambridge. Most, but not all, caprine bones are difficult to identify to species however, it was possible to identify a single element as sheep from the assemblage, using the criteria of Boessneck (1969) and Halstead (Halstead et al. 2002). Unidentifiable fragments were assigned to general size categories where possible. This information is presented in order to provide a complete fragment count. Taphonomic criteria including indications of butchery, pathology, gnawing activity and surface modifications as a result of weathering were also recorded when evident. 

2013 excavations 
Test pits 1-4
These were situated in the eastern side of the village. All four pits produced very similar quantities of faunal waste resulting in rather similar faunal signatures. Overall, sheep/ goat were the dominant species, followed by cattle and pig, mainly identified based on the remains of loose teeth and tooth fragments. Rabbit was identified from test pit 4, context [2], which also produced pottery of post-medieval date. A small number of specimens were recorded as butchered, the marks consistent with meat removal, disarticulation and portioning. A sheet thoracic vertebra was chopped down the sagittal plane, an action indicating the carcass was split into left and right portions. This butchery action was recorded from prehistoric assemblages, though it comes into fashion especially during the 16th century. 
	Taxon
	Test pit 1
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	.
	3
	3
	3
	2
	.
	11

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2
	1
	3

	Horse
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	.
	5
	3
	3
	5
	1
	17

	Cattle-sized
	.
	1
	.
	2
	2
	.
	.
	5

	Sheep-sized
	1
	2
	7
	4
	3
	1
	1
	19

	Total
	1
	3
	12
	9
	8
	6
	2
	41










Table 2. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 1
	Taxon
	Test pit 2
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2
	3

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	.
	1
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	4

	Dog
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	.
	1
	1
	1
	.
	2
	2
	8

	Cattle-sized
	.
	1
	2
	.
	3
	2
	1
	.
	9

	Sheep-sized
	2
	1
	1
	.
	1
	1
	.
	4
	10

	Total
	3
	2
	4
	1
	5
	3
	3
	6
	27


Table 3. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 2
	Taxon
	Test pit 3
	Total NISP

	
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	[10]
	

	Cow
	.
	1
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1
	4

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	.
	1
	9

	Pig
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	3
	3
	1
	2
	2
	.
	2
	14

	Cattle-sized
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1
	4

	Sheep-sized
	1
	1
	.
	.
	1
	2
	5
	.
	10

	Bird n.f.i.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Mammal n.f.i.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	3
	6
	4
	1
	3
	4
	6
	3
	30


Table 4. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 3
	Taxon
	Test pit 4
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[8]
	

	Cow
	.
	1
	2
	3
	.
	.
	6

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	.
	1
	1
	.
	1
	3

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1
	.
	2

	Rabbit
	4
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	4

	Sub-total to species
	4
	1
	3
	5
	1
	1
	15

	Cattle-sized
	.
	 
	1
	3
	.
	.
	4

	Sheep-sized
	1
	2
	4
	4
	4
	.
	15

	Total
	5
	3
	8
	12
	5
	1
	34


Table 5. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 4

Test pits 5 and 6
Situated to the north and the west of test pits 1-4, these two generated a very small amount of animal bone, especially test pit 5, the fact indicating these were probably at the margins of a settlement. 
	Taxon
	Test pit 5
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	

	Pig
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Cattle-sized
	2
	1
	.
	.
	3

	Sheep-sized
	.
	.
	2
	3
	5

	Total
	2
	2
	2
	3
	9


Table 6. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 5
	Taxon
	Test pit 6
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Sheep/ goat
	2
	2
	.
	2
	.
	1
	7

	Rabbit
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	2
	3
	.
	2
	.
	2
	9

	Cattle-sized
	1
	2
	.
	.
	1
	.
	4

	Sheep-sized
	4
	4
	4
	3
	1
	3
	19

	Total
	7
	9
	4
	5
	2
	5
	32


Table 7. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 6
Test pits 7-12
This group of pits generated a much greater amount of animal bone compared to that from the remainder of the assemblage. The range of species was also slightly more varied, with dog/ fox, and chicken/ galliformes also being identified. The sheep continue to dominate the assemblage, though rabbit and chicken were also quite commonly eaten. Butchery was characteristic of domestic assemblages dated to the medieval and Post-medieval periods. 
	Taxon
	Test pit 7
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	

	Cow
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2

	Sheep/ goat
	2
	.
	1
	4
	.
	1
	1
	.
	.
	9

	Pig
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Dog
	.
	.
	.
	4
	1
	1
	.
	.
	.
	6

	Rabbit
	1
	1
	2
	2
	4
	.
	.
	.
	.
	10

	Galliformes
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	5
	2
	4
	10
	5
	3
	2
	.
	.
	31

	Cattle-sized
	1
	1
	2
	1
	.
	.
	1
	3
	1
	10

	Sheep-sized
	5
	7
	5
	2
	1
	3
	1
	3
	.
	27

	Bird n.f.i.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	12
	10
	11
	13
	6
	6
	4
	6
	1
	69


Table 8. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 7

	Taxon
	Test pit 8
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	2
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2
	1
	.
	.
	.
	4

	Pig
	1
	1
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Dog / fox
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	2
	.
	3

	Rabbit
	1
	1
	.
	.
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	4

	Chicken
	.
	.
	.
	1
	6
	.
	.
	.
	.
	7

	Galliformes
	.
	.
	.
	6
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	6

	Sub-total to species
	2
	3
	2
	8
	8
	5
	.
	2
	.
	30

	Cattle-sized
	.
	1
	1
	.
	4
	1
	.
	.
	.
	7

	Sheep-sized
	5
	3
	2
	2
	.
	1
	1
	1
	2
	17

	Bird n.f.i.
	.
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Total
	7
	7
	7
	10
	12
	7
	1
	3
	2
	56













Table 9. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 8

	Taxon
	Test pit 9
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	

	Cow
	.
	1
	.
	1
	2
	1
	.
	1
	6

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	8
	.
	3
	17

	Sheep
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1

	Pig
	.
	.
	1
	2
	1
	7
	1
	1
	13

	Dog 
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	2
	3
	5
	4
	16
	2
	5
	38

	Cattle-sized
	.
	.
	1
	4
	.
	1
	1
	3
	10

	Sheep-sized
	5
	4
	2
	3
	6
	1
	2
	.
	23

	Fish n.f.i.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	6
	6
	6
	12
	10
	19
	5
	8
	72


Table 10. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 9
	Taxon
	Test pit 10
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[8]
	

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	1
	.
	.
	5
	.
	.
	6

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Chicken
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	1
	1
	.
	5
	.
	1
	8

	Cattle-sized
	1
	.
	3
	.
	1
	7
	.
	12

	Sheep-sized
	.
	5
	2
	4
	8
	.
	.
	19

	Bird n.f.i.
	.
	1
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Total
	1
	7
	6
	5
	14
	7
	1
	41


Table 11. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 10
	Taxon
	Test pit 11
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	3
	3

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	1
	1
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	5

	Pig
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	1
	2
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	3
	9

	Cattle-sized
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Sheep-sized
	1
	.
	.
	1
	3
	2
	2
	1
	.
	10

	Total
	3
	1
	2
	2
	4
	2
	3
	1
	3
	21


Table 12. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 11

2014 excavations
Test pit 16, marking the westernmost point of investigations, contained a negligible amount of animal bone, with sheep and pig being the only two identified species. 
	Taxon
	Test pit 16
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Pig
	1
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Sub-total to species
	2
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Cattle-sized
	.
	1
	1
	.
	2

	Sheep-sized
	1
	.
	2
	1
	4

	Total
	3
	1
	3
	1
	8


Table 13. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 16
Moving back to the village proper, the remainder of the 2014 assemblage was dominated by the remains of ovicapra, closely followed by cattle. A number of vertebra were chopped down the sagittal plane, an action used to separate carcasses into left and right portions. Ribs were often cut close to the rib head. Sawing was also frequently recorded. Several specimens were severely weathered, having a look like they have been digested. This indicates the presence of scavengers or dogs on site, and dogs were also confirmed osteologically on site. 
	Taxon
	Test pit 17
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[9]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1
	1
	1
	4

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Horse
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2

	Sub-total to species
	1
	1
	1
	1
	.
	1
	2
	1
	1
	9

	Cattle-sized
	.
	.
	.
	.
	3
	2
	1
	2
	1
	9

	Sheep-sized
	.
	.
	2
	3
	.
	1
	3
	.
	3
	12

	Total
	1
	1
	3
	4
	3
	4
	6
	3
	5
	30


Table 14. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 17
	Taxon
	Test pit 18
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	[7]
	[8]
	[10]
	[11]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	1
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1
	1
	5

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1
	2

	Horse
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2

	Rabbit
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Dog
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Chicken
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	2
	2
	1
	.
	3
	1
	2
	2
	13

	Cattle-sized
	1
	.
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Sheep-sized
	3
	.
	4
	4
	1
	4
	3
	2
	.
	21

	Bird n.f.i. 
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	4
	3
	6
	7
	1
	7
	4
	4
	2
	38


Table 15. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 18
	Taxon
	Test pit 20
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Sheep/ goat
	1
	.
	1
	4
	.
	6

	Pig
	1
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Horse
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	2
	.
	1
	5
	1
	9

	Cattle-sized
	1
	1
	.
	2
	3
	7

	Sheep-sized
	3
	3
	3
	9
	2
	20

	Bird n.f.i. 
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	6
	4
	5
	16
	6
	37


Table 16. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 20

	Taxon
	Test pit 21
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[7]
	

	Sheep/ goat
	2
	1
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Sub-total to species
	2
	1
	.
	.
	.
	3

	Cattle-sized
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Sheep-sized
	6
	3
	1
	2
	2
	14

	Total
	10
	4
	1
	2
	2
	19


Table 17. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 21
	Taxon
	Test pit 26
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	1
	3
	2
	.
	6

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2
	2

	Horse
	.
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	2
	4
	2
	2
	10

	Cattle-sized
	.
	.
	1
	1
	.
	2

	Sheep-sized
	5
	4
	5
	6
	3
	23

	Mammal n.f.i.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Total
	5
	6
	11
	9
	5
	36


Table 18. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 26
	Taxon
	Test pit 27
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Pig
	1
	.
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	.
	.
	2
	3

	Sheep-sized
	.
	2
	1
	.
	3

	Total
	1
	2
	1
	2
	6


Table 19. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 27
	Taxon
	Test pit 28
	Total NISP

	
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	

	Cow
	.
	.
	2
	3
	.
	5

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	.
	1
	1
	.
	2

	Pig
	.
	.
	.
	.
	1
	1

	Roe deer
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	.
	.
	3
	5
	1
	9

	Cattle-sized
	.
	1
	.
	3
	.
	4

	Sheep-sized
	2
	3
	3
	6
	.
	14

	Total
	2
	4
	6
	14
	1
	27


Table 20. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 28

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Taxon
	Test pit 29
	Total NISP

	
	[1]
	[2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]
	[6]
	

	Cow
	.
	2
	.
	.
	2
	.
	4

	Sheep/ goat
	.
	2
	4
	5
	4
	.
	15

	Pig
	1
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	2

	Cat
	.
	2
	.
	.
	.
	.
	2

	Galliformes
	.
	.
	.
	1
	.
	.
	1

	Sub-total to species
	1
	6
	4
	7
	6
	.
	24

	Cattle-sized
	.
	2
	3
	2
	1
	.
	8

	Sheep-sized
	.
	11
	8
	7
	1
	1
	28

	Total
	1
	19
	15
	16
	8
	1
	60


Table 21. Number of Identified Specimens for all species from test pit 29

Summary
It is difficult to consider the site’s husbandry practices or economy patterns in the absence of any metrical or ageing data. Despite the assemblage’s fragmentary character, a few patterns are evidently in keeping with known period and regional patterns of sheep dominance. The pottery evidence showed the site was occupied during the medieval and post-medieval period and the general prevalence of sheep is not surprising. The same goes for the overwhelming reliance on domestic sources of food, another period characteristic. Butchery marks recorded were also markedly similar, if not identical, to those from contemporaneous assemblages from the region. Although the date range is relatively broad for the majority of the excavated faunal remains, we can confidently state that the Medieval and post-medieval communities of Great Bowden practiced a mixed economy, and made very little or no use of available wild resources. The notable sheep prevalence highlights the importance of this multi-purpose species in the period. The slightly higher numbers of bones representing joints of high meat value could be taken to suggest meat was imported from elsewhere. Having said this, however, a number of deciduous premolars, unfused epiphyses and porous elements were recorded, indicating at least some of the animals were reared on site or in the vicinity.   
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