Pottery from Hadleigh Test-Pits (HAD/16)

CRM:  Creamware. This was the first pottery to be made which resembles modern ‘china’. It was invented by Wedgwood, who made it famous by making dinner surfaces for some of the royal families of Europe.  Made between 1740 and 1880, it was a pale cream-coloured ware with a clear glaze, and softer than bone china.  
EST:  English Stoneware:  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, became very common in the 18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water or ink bottles and beer jars.  

Grey:  Essex Grey ware. 12th – 14th century.  Grey pottery with lots of visible sand grains mixed in with the clay.  Seven kilns which were making this pottery type were sited just outside the north gat of the medieval town of Colchester.  Similar pottery was made at other places in Essex, such as Mile End, Great Horkesley and Sible Hedingham.  Most of the pots were simple cooking pots or jars, and were not glazed.

GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares:  Fine sandy earthenware, usually with a brown or green glaze, usually on the inner surface.  Made at numerous locations all over England.  Occurs in a range of practical shapes for use in the households of the time, such as large mixing bowls, cauldrons and frying pans.  It was first made around the middle of the 16th century, and in some places continued in use until the 19th century.  Such pottery was made in both Colchester and Chelmsford.
HED:  Hedingham Ware:  Late 12th – 14th century.  Fine orange/red glazed pottery, made at Sible Hedingham in Essex.  The surfaces of the sherds have a sparkly appearance due to there being large quantities of mica, a glassy mineral, in the clay.  Pots usually glazed jugs.

LMT:  Late medieval Colchester ware.  1400 – 1550.  Red pottery with lots of sand visible in the clay body.  Main type of pots were big jugs, some with geometric designs painted on them in white liquid clay (‘slip’).  Evidence of their manufacture has been found near Colchester Castle, and also in Magdalen Street, which is located just outside the walls of the medieval town of Colchester.  Similar pottery was also made at Chelmsford. 
MG:  Mill Green Ware.  1270 – 1350.  Made near the village of Mill Green in Essex.  Thin, fine, grey or red pottery, usually with a coating of white clay (slip) on the outside, over which is a glaze which appears yellow or bright green.  Vessels mainly glazed jugs.

RB:  Roman.  An assortment of common types of Roman pottery such as grey ware, and was used in many different places in Britain.  Lots of different types of vessels were made.  

SHL:  Essex Medieval Shelly Ware, 11th – late 12th century.  Soft grey – brown fabric with moderate to dense shell fragments up to 2mm. Mainly jars.

SWW: Surrey Whiteware, AD1230 – 1400.  White or buff-coloured pottery, often with a bright green glaze. Visible sand in the clay.  Made at places such as Kingston-On-Thames and Cheam.  Mainly jugs and jars, but other specialist vessels for cooking and brewing beer were made in the later medieval period.
VIC:  ‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800

RESULTS
Test Pit 1
	
	
	Grey
	CRM
	VIC
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	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	1
	1
	
	
	2
	7
	4
	25
	1760-1800

	1
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	9
	77
	1800-1900

	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	5
	18
	1800-1900

	1
	5
	1
	8
	
	
	
	
	1100-1200


This test-pit did not produce much pottery, but that which was there shows the site probably had a marginal use, such as fields, in the medieval period, but was then abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 2
	
	
	CRM
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	2
	3
	5
	19
	1760-1800


This test-pit did not produce much pottery, and what there is suggests that it was not used by people until quite recently.

Test Pit 3
	
	
	MG
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	3
	1
	
	
	3
	3
	1800-1900

	3
	2
	1
	5
	27
	43
	1270-1900

	3
	3
	
	
	5
	18
	1800-1900

	3
	4
	1
	8
	3
	9
	1270-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the medieval period, but was then abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 4
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	1
	1
	1800-1900

	4
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	8
	1800-1900
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	4
	3
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	35
	1
	3
	2
	3
	2
	17
	
	
	100-1550


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the Roman period, but was then probably occupied throughout the medieval era. It then seems to have been abandoned until the 19th century.

Test Pit 5
	
	
	RB
	SHL
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	5
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8
	13
	1800-1900

	5
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10
	19
	1800-1900

	5
	3
	3
	5
	
	
	1
	2
	4
	8
	
	
	
	
	1
	12
	7
	12
	100-1900

	5
	4
	2
	3
	4
	12
	5
	24
	6
	12
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	5
	5
	100-1900

	5
	5
	
	
	1
	1
	3
	3
	4
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	1100-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the Roman period, but was then probably occupied throughout the earlier medieval era. It then seems to have been abandoned until the 18th century.

Test Pit 6
	
	
	CRM
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	6
	1
	
	
	8
	14
	1800-1900

	6
	2
	1
	13
	14
	115
	1760-1900

	6
	3
	
	
	7
	16
	1800-1900

	6
	4
	
	
	31
	147
	1800-1900

	6
	5
	1
	6
	
	
	1760-1800


This test-pit did not produce much pottery, and what there is suggests that it was not used by people until quite recently.

Test Pit 7
	
	
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	7
	1
	
	
	105
	299
	1800-1900

	7
	2
	1
	5
	63
	149
	1550-1900

	7
	3
	
	
	111
	285
	1800-1900

	7
	4
	1
	2
	26
	46
	1550-1900

	7
	5
	
	
	22
	464
	1800-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the early post-medieval period, but was then abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 8
	
	
	SHL
	GRE
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	8
	1
	
	
	
	
	2
	4
	1800-1900

	8
	2
	
	
	1
	1
	10
	44
	1550-1900

	8
	3
	
	
	
	
	2
	20
	1800-1900

	8
	4
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	1000-1200


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the early medieval and early post-medieval periods, but was then abandoned until the Victorian era.

Test Pit 9
	
	
	HED
	VIC
	

	TP
	Cntxt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	9
	1
	
	
	2
	2
	1800-1900

	9
	2
	
	
	25
	42
	1800-1900

	9
	3
	
	
	17
	85
	1800-1900

	9
	4
	
	
	6
	1
	1800-1900

	9
	5
	1
	1
	7
	28
	1200-1900


The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site had a marginal use, such as fields, in the medieval period, but was then abandoned until the Victorian era.

