Pottery from Girton Test-Pits 2009 (GIR/09)
THT:  Thetford ware.  So-called because archaeologists first found it in Thetford, but the first place to make it was Ipswich, around AD850.  Potters first began to make it in Thetford sometime around AD925, and carried on until around AD1100.  Many kilns are known from the town. It was made in Norwich from about AD1000, and soon after at many of the main towns in England at that time.  The pots are usually grey, and the clay has lots of tiny grains of sand in it, making the surface feel a little like fine sandpaper.  Most pots were simple jars, but very large storage pots over 1m high were also made, along with jugs, bowls and lamps.  It is found all over East Anglia and eastern England as far north as Lincoln and as far south as London.

SN:  St Neots Ware. Made at a number of as-yet unknown places in southern England between AD900-1100. The pots are usually a purplish-black, black or grey colour, but the clay from which they were made contains finely crushed fossil shell, giving them a white speckled appearance. Most pots were small jars or bowls.

EMW:  Early Medieval Sandy Ware:  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful quartz sand mixed in with the clay.  Manufactured at a wide range of generally unknown sites all over eastern England.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

SHC:  Early Medieval Shelly Ware:  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful fossil shell mixed in with the clay.  Manufactured at many sites in western Bedfordshire.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

DSW:  Developed Stamford Ware.  AD1150 – 1250.  Fine, white pottery with bright green mottled glaze.  Made at Stamford in Lincolnshire, vessels mainly jugs.

HED:  Hedingham Ware:  Late 12th – 14th century.  Fine orange/red glazed pottery, made at Sible Hedingham in Essex.  The surfaces of the sherds have a sparkly appearance due to there being large quantities of mica, a glassy mineral, in the clay.  Pots usually glazed jugs.

HG:  Hertfordshire Greyware, mid 12th – 14th century.  Hard, grey sandy pottery found at sites all over Hertfordshire.  Made at a number of different places, with the most recent and best-preserved evidence being from Hitchin.  Range of simple jars, bowls and jugs.

BD:  Bourne ‘D’ Ware:  1450-1637. Made in the village of Bourne in Lincolnshire, until the place was destroyed by a great fire in 1637.  Fairly hard, smooth, brick-red clay body, often with a grey core.  Some vessels have sparse white flecks of shell and chalk in the clay.  Vessel forms usually jugs, large bowls and cisterns, for brewing beer.  Vessels often painted with thin, patchy white liquid clay (‘slip’), over which a clear glaze was applied.

GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares:  Fine sandy earthenware, usually with a brown or green glaze, usually on the inner surface.  Made at numerous locations all over England.  Occurs in a range of practical shapes for use in the households of the time, such as large mixing bowls, cauldrons and frying pans.  It was first made around the middle of the 16th century, and in some places continued in use until the 19th century.

EST:  English Stoneware:  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, became very common in the 18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water or ink bottles and beer jars.  
VIC:  ‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800.
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The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were living near here during the late Saxon period, perhaps as early as AD900, and continued to do so right through the medieval period until around AD1600, at which point it seems to have been abandoned until the 19th century.
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This test-pit did not produce much pottery, and most of it was Victorian, but a single piece of a medieval glazed jug was also fund, showing that people were using the site in the late 12th or 13th centuries.
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The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were living here in the late Saxon period, perhaps as early as AD900, and continued to do so into the medieval period.  There is little evidence of activity after the middle of the 13th century until the Victorian period, although there was some use made of the site in the 16th or 17th centuries.
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This test-pit did not produce much pottery, but what was there shows that people were making use of the site in the early part of the medieval period, probably in the 12th century.
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All the pottery from this test-pit is post-medieval, and most of it Victorian, suggesting that people did not use the site very much before that time.
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All the pottery from this test-pit is post-medieval, and most of it Victorian, suggesting that people did not use the site very much before that time.

