Pottery from the Sharnbrook Community Test-pits (SHA/10)
SHC:  Early Medieval Shelly Ware:  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful fossil shell mixed in with the clay.  Manufactured at many sites in western Bedfordshire.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

EMW: Early Medieval Sandy Ware:  AD1100-1400.  Hard fabric with plentiful quartz temper.  Manufactured at a wide range of generally unknown sites all over eastern England.  Mostly cooking pots, but bowls and occasionally jugs also known.

HG:  Hertfordshire Greyware, Late 12th – 14th century.  Hard, grey sandy pottery found at sites all over Hertfordshire.  Made at a number of different places, with the most recent and best-preserved evidence being from Hitchin.  Range of simple jars, bowls and jugs.

LMOx:  Late Medieval Oxidized Ware:  Hard, red pottery with lots of sand mixed in with the clay.  Made from about 1450 – 1500 in lots of different sites in the south-east midlands and western East Anglia.  Used for everyday pottery such as jugs and large bowls, and also large pots (‘cisterns’) for brewing beer.

GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares:  Just about everywhere in Britain began to make and use this type of pottery from about AD1550 onwards, and it was still being made in the 19th century.  The clay fabric is usually very smooth, and a brick red colour.  Lots of different types of pots were made, particularly very large bowls, cooking pots and cauldrons.  Almost all of them have shiny, good-quality orange or green glaze on the inner surface, and sometimes on the outside as well.  From about AD1680, black glaze was also used.  

SS:  Staffordshire Slipware.  Made between about AD1640 and 1750.  This was the first pottery to be made in moulds in Britain since Roman times.  The clay fabric is usually a pale buff colour, and the main product was flat dishes and plates, but cups were also made.  These are usually decorated with thin brown stripes and a yellow glaze, or yellow stripes and a brown glaze.

SMW:  Staffordshire Manganese Ware, late 17th – 18th century. Made from a fine, buff-coloured clay, with the pots usually covered with a mottled purple and brown glaze, which was coloured by the addition of powdered manganese.  A wide range of different types of pots were made, but mugs and chamber pots are particularly common.

EST:  English Stoneware:  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, became very common in the 18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water or ink bottles and beer jars.  
VIC:  ‘Victorian’.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around AD1800.

Results

Test Pit 13
	
	
	SMW
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	13
	1
	
	
	1
	1
	1800-1900

	13
	2
	1
	4
	
	
	1680-1750

	13
	4
	
	
	6
	79
	1800-1900

	13
	5
	
	
	2
	16
	1800-1900

	13
	6
	1
	21
	20
	55
	1680-1900

	13
	7
	1
	6
	58
	149
	1680-1900

	13
	8
	
	
	4
	15
	1800-1900


All the pottery from this test-pit dates to the late 17th century or later, and indicates that there was little human activity at the site before that time.
Test Pit 14
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	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	14
	1
	
	
	2
	9
	1800-1900

	14
	2
	
	
	5
	5
	1800-1900

	14
	3
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1550-1900


This test-pit produced very little pottery, and suggests that the site was largely unused before the 19th century.
Test Pit 15
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	1
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	1
	2
	3
	8
	5
	12
	2
	5
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	7
	1100-1900

	15
	3
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	22
	
	
	2
	7
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	6
	1100-1900

	15
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	1
	3
	3
	33
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	4
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	1
	1000-1900

	15
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	1
	1
	1800-1900


This test-pit produced a fairly wide range of pottery, and shows that the site was occupied from the late Saxon period, probably the late 10th or 11th century, until the 14th century.  It then appears to have been abandoned until the 16ht or 17th century, and has been in use ever since.

Test Pit 16

	
	
	SHC
	HG
	VIC
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	16
	3
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1800-1900

	16
	4
	4
	12
	
	
	
	
	1100-1150

	16
	5
	6
	23
	1
	5
	
	
	1100-1200

	16
	6
	6
	18
	1
	3
	
	
	1150-1200


Most of the pottery from this test pit dates to the 12th – 14th centuries, showing that it was probably settled at that time, but it then appears to have been abandoned until the 19th century.
Test Pit 17
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	LMOx
	SS
	

	TP
	Context
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	No
	Wt
	Date Range

	17
	2
	
	
	
	
	1
	4
	1650-1680

	17
	3
	
	
	1
	12
	
	
	1400-1550

	17
	6
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	1000-1100


This test pit produced very little pottery, but the range of types present show that a case can be made that it was used for non-settlement activity from the late Saxon era until the late 17th or 18th century.

